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Countless numbers of people have 
found comfort in repeating the 
short prayer written in the Aramaic 
language found in 1 Corinthians 
16:22. It is mainly a prayer asking 
our Lord to please return quickly on 
the clouds of heaven as He promised 
He would (Matthew 24:30).  But at the 
same time, it is also a prayer for help 
with the immediate problems we are 
facing. 

With alarming regularity, our 
newspapers and TV screens are 
filled with reports of wars, and both 
natural and man-made disasters, 
causing great suffering and loss of 
life. Each time that happens, our 
hearts are stirred – we reach into 
our pockets and make a donation to 
help the victims of the latest disaster.  
Sometimes, if there are too many 
disasters all at once, we suffer from 
‘donor fatigue’ and just switch off our 
TV sets and skip over the newspaper 
reports. What on earth is happening 
to our world? 

Jesus said in Matthew 24:6-8 “You 
will hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
but see to it that you are not alarmed. 
Such things must happen, but the 
end is still to come. Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. All 
these are the beginning of birth 
pains.”

Sometimes, expectant mothers 
gripped by birth pains rush to 
the hospital thinking the time for 
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Maranatha – O Lord, Come
Will there be even more wars and earthquakes?

delivery has come, only to be told to 
return home. Sometimes the horrific 
disasters we experience cause many 
to think that the end of the world is 
about to take place. It is not easy to 
distinguish between the pains caused 
by the early ‘practice contractions’ 
and the final contraction that pushes 
the baby out of the womb. Both are 
painful!

What we do know is that as the actual 
moment of birth approaches, the 
frequency and the intensity of pain 
increases! Jesus said that the pain 
caused by wars and earthquakes are 
like the early practice contractions.  
Unfortunately, this means we should 
expect both the intensity and 
frequency of wars and earthquakes to 
increase as we approach the final day 
of judgment and the return of our 
Lord. 

So the next time you hear about 
a tragic war or natural disaster, 
try repeating this ancient prayer: 
“Maranatha – O Lord, please come 
and help those who are suffering. 
Maranatha – O Lord, please come and 
help me not to grow weary in doing 
whatever I can to care for those who 
are suffering. Maranatha – O Lord, 
please come quickly and establish 
Your Kingdom of Justice and Mercy. 
We want to be ready today for Your 
coming.”

Rev Dr Kang Ho Soon, Rev Dr Norman 
Wong & Rev Gabriel Liew.
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Featured Sermon : 

Scripture Texts: Leviticus 13:45-46, Matthew 8:1-3, 26:1-7

A sermon on 
�How Jesus Faced Stigma�

preached at KKMC on March 27, 2011
By Rev. Dr. Donald E. Messeri

Some people may wonder why 
yesterday, this church sponsored a 
major conference on global HIV and 
AIDS. Why a conference on AIDS? Why 
not a conference on cancer, or heart 
disease, or diabetes? More people in 
Singapore and around the world suffer 
from these diseases than from HIV and 
AIDS.

The reason why these other diseases 
are not covered in the conference is 
not that they are unimportant or not so 
serious, but because persons infected 
and affected by HIV and AIDS suffer not 
only from the disease, but also from 
the way people treat them. If I have the 
flu, or cancer, or heart problems, or any 
other disease, people befriend me and 
help me. They go out of their way to be 
helpful and caring and compassionate.

But the person who becomes infected 
with HIV also has to live with the 
prejudice, fears, and ugly consequences 
of mean-spirited persons – many of 
whom claim to be followers of Jesus 
Christ. Around the world the 33.4 
million people living with HIV and AIDS 
consistently report that “worse than 
having the disease is the way people 
treat you”.

Stigma Around the World
Yesterday, we heard many 
heartbreaking stories of people who 
experienced the sin of stigmatisation 
and discrimination. Stigma discredits 
another human being, turning them 
“from a whole and normal person to a 
tainted and discounted one”.ii

We heard the story of Princey and •	
her husband in Sri Lanka. Once the 
neighbours learned that both of 
them were infected, they burned 

their house down and drove both of 
them and their children out of the 
village.
We were told how people in Burma •	
quit buying tea and food in a little 
roadside stall after they learned that 
the husband and wife were both HIV 
positive.
We learned of William in Kenya •	
who was thrown out of his home 
by his family once they discovered 
he was sick with HIV. He wanted to 
die because he was so alone and 
forsaken.
In rural Nigeria a missionary shared •	
how a family member with AIDS was 
put in a shack outside the house, 
and food was simply left outside.
I could have related in the conference •	
how in America I knew of a family 
in Kansas where the father refused 
to have a funeral for his son who 
died of AIDS. The mother had to go 
to another young man’s funeral to 
express her grief and tears.

Stigma in Singapore
We heard that right here in this great 
cosmopolitan, highly educated country 
of Singapore, that more than 5,000 
people infected with HIV regularly 
experience stigma and discrimination 
if they are diagnosed as being HIV 
positive.  

We heard a young man living with •	
HIV/AIDS tell of how he lost his job, 
even though there is no medical or 
scientific reason why a HIV positive 
person could not be employed in his 
profession. 
The administrator of the Roman •	
Catholic Care Centre reported that 
they care for nearly 30 men whose 
families have rejected them. They do 
not even come to visit. Only once, 

after a resident died, did family 
members come to the Centre, but 
they quickly departed without his 
belongings once they realised he 
had left no inheritance money.
A medical doctor reported that a •	
survey showed 80% of the people of 
Singapore would refuse to buy food 
prepared by a person infected with 
HIV, even though it is scientifically 
impossible to get AIDS by eating food 
prepared by an infected person. 
A Christian social worker nearly •	
cried when she updated us on how 
her own church had been helping a 
poor sick man get his house cleaned. 
But once they found out he had HIV, 
they quit and refused to learn how 
to care for him.

These stories of stigmatisation from 
around the world and Singapore remind 
me that when Mahatma Gandhi was 
once asked why he did not become a 
Christian, he replied, “I like your Jesus, 
but I don’t like the way Christians act.”

Stigma in the Time of Jesus
These stories also prompt me to think 
of Jesus and how He faced stigma. 
From the very beginning of His life, 
He must have faced prejudice and 
maybe discrimination. He was born of 
an unwed mother in a lowly manger. 
He and His family were homeless and 
migrant refugees in Egypt. I wonder 
how the government authorities and 
society treated them. Were they viewed 
as unwelcome visitors, taking jobs away 
from others or simply as servants who 
could be used for 3-D jobs - those that 
were too dirty, difficult or dangerous 
for the Egyptians of those days to do?

As a man, Jesus was stigmatised by 
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religious and societal leaders. As a 
Galilean, He was not viewed as being 
really worthy - “can anything good 
come out of Galilee?” Ultimately, He 
was stigmatised further by being killed 
on a cross between two thieves and 
buried in a borrowed tomb.

Yes, Jesus personally knew stigma and 
discrimination. He lived in a society 
that marginalised many persons. 
Women were treated as less than fully 
human. Samaritans were considered 
inferior. Prostitutes and tax collectors 
were considered terrible “sinners”.

Those who were treated worst were 
persons living with leprosy. In the 
book of Leviticus we are reminded 
how they were required to wear 
torn clothes and to shout “unclean, 
unclean” when approaching others! 
They were not deemed worthy to live 
within the community, but banned to 
live “outside the camp”.

How Jesus Dealt With Stigma
Imagine then how Jesus must have 
upset the religious and political leaders 
of His time. Instead of rejecting lepers, 
women, prostitutes, Samaritans, and 
tax collectors, He reached out to 
them in friendship, love, and inclusive 
compassion.  

When Jesus finished His famous Sermon 
on the Mount, He was immediately 
confronted with a leper, who said, 
“Lord, if you are willing, you can 
make me clean.” Instead of recoiling 
from the leper in fear - yes, instead of 
further stigmatising the leper - instead 
Jesus touched him - and declared, “I 
am willing; be cleansed.”

When I was younger, I used to miss the 
real meaning of the miracle stories of 
the New Testament. I spent my time 
trying to figure out scientifically how 
Jesus performed healing miracles. The 
actual miracle perhaps is that when no 
one else in the society would offer a 
hand of healing love, Jesus touched 
the leper.

When I get sick - whether it is minor, 
like having a headache or the flu or 
anything - I get quite self-centred 
and feel very sorry for myself. I take 
medicine, but the most powerful 

healing comes when my wife or family 
member or friend, actually holds my 
hand.

In our time many people around the 
world, including apparently some 
religious people in Singapore, treat 
persons with HIV and AIDS as if they 
are like the lepers of the bible—less 
than worthy; basically non-persons. 
Instead of reaching out in loving care 
- hugging and touching - they commit 
the sin of stigmatisation and make life 
even more difficult and demeaning.

People suffering from HIV and AIDS 
too often are denied the simple human 
touch that Jesus offered. Wherever in 
the world I meet a person who is HIV 
positive, I always try to reach out my 
hand in friendship and quite often 
offer a hug.

We get another insight into how 
Jesus faced stigma if we note in the 
scriptures where Jesus was at the time 
the political and religious leaders were 
scheming to kill Him. In the Gospel of 
Matthew it says that those who sought 
to crucify Jesus held their meetings in 
the “palace of the high priest”. Imagine 
that - nothing less than a palace!  

And where was Jesus? Hanging out 
in a place that was sure to irritate 
the religious and societal’s elite and 
proper: Jesus was in the home of 
Simon the leper, eating food and 
enjoying the company of women!

As Christians, we are called not simply 
to believe in Jesus, but to be like 
Jesus. In the current context of HIV 
and AIDS in the world, we need to 
offset bias and prejudice by teaching 
people that they can neither get AIDS 
from eating food prepared by persons 
living with HIV nor by dining with HIV 
positive persons.  

In Conclusion
In India my friend Ashok Pillai was a 
popular sailor in the government Navy. 
Some years ago when he was sick, it 
was discovered he was HIV positive. 
When he returned to his ship, the 
admiral announced over the public 
loudspeaker system that Ashok had 
AIDS. When Ashok went to eat dinner, 
all the other sailors sat at other tables. 

No one would dine with him. He told 
me he felt so alone, as all his former 
friends stared at him and treated him 
as less than a person.

But after about 15 minutes, one man 
got up from his table and came and 
sat beside Ashok. While everyone was 
watching, this man wrapped his left 
arm around Ashok’s shoulder and 
reached out with his hand to take 
some of Ashok’s food from his plate 
and ate it.  

I do not know if that young sailor 
was a Hindu, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a 
Christian, or had no religious faith. But 
I do know that man had the inclusive 
love of God in Christ in his heart.  

It may or may not be true that 80% of 
Singaporeans will not buy food from 
persons infected by HIV. But after I 
preached this sermon at an earlier 
service this morning, a young member 
of this church told me that two nights 
ago he had a birthday party for his 
friend who has HIV.
 
He told me that at one point his friend 
could not eat all his birthday cake 
and ice-cream, so your fellow church 
member reached over with his fork 
and ate the rest. Knowing what I know 
from the testimony of persons living 
with HIV around the world, I suspect 
that simple act of friendship may have 
been the best birthday present he 
could have received!

During this season of Lent, will you 
join me in re-examining our fears 
and prejudices? And then go one step 
further, and find ways of showing God’s 
inclusive love to persons who have 
been stigmatised and marginalised 
and discriminated?

Endnotes
i 	 Donald E. Messer, Executive Director 

for the Center for the Church and 
Global AIDS, Centennial, Colorado, 
is President Emeritus and Professor 
Emeritus of the Iliff School of Theology, 
former President of Dakota Wesleyan 
University, author of 15 books, and 
chair of the United Methodist Global 
AIDS Fund Committee.

ii 	 Goffman, 1963, p. 3

4



– KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCHEULOGY

Eulogy:
Mr Earnest Lau went home peacefully to be with the Lord on Saturday, 5 March 2011. As 
much as he was associated with the Anglo-Chinese School (ACS) and the Methodist Church 
in Singapore, he had a larger than life presence in Kampong Kapor Methodist Church. He 
loved this church and served in numerous positions. He not only headed committees but 
was also a committed LifeGroup leader, teaching the Bible to a small group of members.  
Mr Lau was given naming rights for Project 49 when he donated one million dollars towards 
the renovation work of 49 Cuff Road. He named the building, The Unfailing Light, desiring 
that the place be a “beacon of truth and light” to our community and the beyond.

Last year, the ACS Old Boys’ Association (ACS OBA) endorsed two projects that sought to 
define and perpetuate ACSian values. One of the projects is called Questioning ACSians, 
where a series of questions were posed to old boys. The following is Mr Lau’s response to 
some of the questions.

Earnest Lau

What is your most treasured possession?
I have found that possessions should not be ‘treasured’ but 
shared. I have learned that material things are a bane.

If not yourself, who would you want to be?
There are few or no heroes that I wish to be: they all have 
feet of clay.

When and where were you happiest?
When living together as a family, with parents and my wife.

What is your idea of misery?
When one is bereft of the means of trust.

What qualities do you most admire in others?
Trustworthiness and modesty.

What do you appreciate the most in friends?
See above and add being kind and helpful.

What natural talent do you have and what other talent 
would you like to have?
I am uncertain what natural talents I possess, but I should like 
to be more artistic and creative – to make music, to paint, etc.

Where would you like to live?
In a small town that encapsulates what living really is 
– although I am aware of the negative aspects of small-
town-ism. Living in a city like Singapore, though ‘exciting’, 
ultimately wears one out. Neighbourliness is lost.

What do you consider your greatest achievement?
To have taught boys who later contributed their best to 
society, and to have had a role to play in their lives.

What is your favourite way of occupying yourself?
To read widely, listen to classical music, and latterly to watch 
good TV programmes, which are not always easy to access.

What is your personal motto, and why?
It’s the BB motto: “Sure and Stedfast” which I learned when 
I was a young member. It’s something which has stood me 
through good times and bad.

How do you wish to die?
Peacefully and in the bosom of the Lord.

Editor : Mr Earnest Lau took his regular afternoon nap on Saturday, 
5 March. He was found lying peacefully on his back with his hands 
clasped, resting on his chest as in the posture of prayer. 

Eulogy by Mr Wong Quek 
Hin (Chairman, KKMC 
Local Church Executive 
Committee) delivered at 
the funeral service of Mr 
Earnest Lau on Tuesday, 8 
March 2011

All of us gathered here today 
and who attended the wake 
services for Mr Earnest Lau 
the past 2 nights, remember 
him as a much respected 
educator and devout 
Christian. Each one of you has 
fond memories of him, his 
love for his alma mater, ACS 

and the Methodist Church, 
and how in some way, he has 
touched your life.

“Cling to your standards and 
fight the good fight. Take a 
firm stand for things that are 
right. And show me the way, 
not to fortune or fame, not to 
win laurels or praise for my 
name… But show me the way 
to spread the great story, 
that Thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory.” 

Time for Reflection, 
by Helen Steiner Rice

This aptly describes the way 
in which Earnest lived his 
life.

All the testimonies and 
tributes that have poured 
in for Earnest, truly reflect 
the giant of a man that he 
was during his time here 
on earth. But I would like 
to remember and honour 
him for showing me, by his 
words and deeds, the true 
meaning of Christian love 
and compassion for the 
poor and disadvantaged. 
Although he was a man of 

means, he lived a simple and 
humble life. As Chairman of 
our Family Service Centre, 
he taught me to honour God 
by showing compassion and 
love for all those who come 
to us for help, regardless of 
their faith, race or position 
in society - as we are all 
God’s children.

You are truly a dear friend 
and a caring teacher. As we 
bid you farewell, I know that 
God will take you in His arms 
and lead you to greener 
pastures. I know also that 
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you will always be with us, 
sitting quietly at the back of 
the sanctuary every Sunday, 
keeping a watchful eye on 
all of us and your beloved 
KKMC church and The 
Unfailing Light next door, 
which you so generously 
helped us to acquire, for our 
future generation, and will 
be a living legacy of your 
faithfulness and love for 
KKMC.

Earnest Remembered 
It was an honour and 
privilege to know and work 
with Earnest Lau during my 
years in Singapore, 1963-
70 and 1993, and to have 
frequent contact with him 
since that time, both by 
correspondence and in 
person. We served together 
on the Board of Christian 
Education, along with his 
father, Bishop Doraisamy, 
and Mrs. Ang Kim Kiat, 
in producing curriculum 
materials and overseeing 
workshops and training 
events. In more recent years 
we collaborated on matters 
related to the “Methodist 
Message” and the Archives. 
I found him to be a person 
of practicality, integrity, and 
insight. He was a man of his 
word, who called things as 
he saw them, and could get 
things done. He cared about 
people, loved the church, 
and took the long view of 
things. I always counted him 
a wise confidant and valued 
friend, even though we were 
separated by many miles 
and years.

I am grieving his loss today, 
treasuring memories of our 
times together, and thanking 
God for the opportunity to 
have known this true and 
trusted human being.

Dr. Doug Wingeier, former 
missionary, and emeritus 

professor,
Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary, USA

I have known him since the 
mid 50s when I was in my 
late teens. My first meeting 
with him was in KKMC when 
I was in the Sunday School 
choir and a youth member/
leader. A man of exemplary 
character and many talents, 
he was my faithful junior 
choir conductor, my spiritual 
teacher and mentor. 

Earnest had his lighter side 
too, though many knew 
him to be a serious, firm 
and determined person. I 
have witnessed his jaunty 
moments of laughter, his 
oratory skills and his sense 
of humour and wit at many 
annual conferences when 
Singapore and Malaysia were 
still one Methodist church; 
he is long remembered as a 
live-wire of the conference 
and for his sense of justice 
and righteousness when he 
fought for pastors who were 
then ‘poor church mice’.

Rev Ho Chee Sin, retired pastor 
and former Bishop of the 

Methodist Church in Singapore

Earnest and I served 
together both at Kampong 
Kapor Methodist Church 
and in our respective roles 
in public life.

Shortly after his assumption 
as Director of South East 
Asian Ministers of Education 
Organisation (SEAMEO) 

Regional Language Centre 
(RELC) in 1984, he called 
me into his office. As the 
Registrar of RELC, I was 
his right hand man, so to 
speak, in administration 
matters. He beckoned 
me to pray together on 
personal matters with him. 
In all my years of public 
service, I had never been 
invited by any senior officer 
in the seat of public office 
to pray together during 
office hours. Here was 
Earnest Lau, my buddy 
colleague, schooled in ACS, 
then in Oberlin College, 
Ohio, USA and on to Balliol 
College, Oxford University 
United Kingdom in the 50s, 
beckoning his second-in-
command, schooled at 
Raffles Institution, then on 
Colombo Plan Scholarship 
to Otago University New 
Zealand in the 50s, to pray 
together for God’s strength 
and directions from our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I was 
visibly moved and touched 
by his love and concern.

One day, he sent for me. 
I was to meet him at his 
residence at 15 Camden 
Park after work. There in 
his home, he gave me his 
the only durian fruit from 
his old durian tree. Earnest 
said to me, “This is for 
the fruit of your success.” 
He was referring not just 

to the durian, but to my 
3 daughters who always 
greeted him affectionately 
as “Uncle Earnest”. He was 
pleased for their upbringing 
by the Ng Family. I thanked 
him, but reminded him that 
his late wife Geok Lian, as 
the first Cherubim Choir 
Mistress at Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church, had my 
3 girls as tiny tots under 
her apron tutelage. 

To me, meetings with Earnest 
have always been esoteric, a 
word that he often uttered.

Mr Ng Fook Kah, 
Honorary Steward, 

KKMC

Eulogy by Mr Benny Bong 
on behalf of the Shalom 
LifeGroup, of which Mr 
Lau was the ‘Rabbi’

Delivered at the funeral 
service of Mr Lau on 8 March 
2011 by Mr Benny Bong, 
on behalf of the Shalom 
LifeGroup, of which Mr Lau 
was the “Rabbi”.

Mr Earnest Lau taught many 
of us in attendance at this 
service today and when I 
left ACS in 1973, I thought 
that I had achieved the 
“great escape”. All through 
my four years of secondary 
school education, he did 
not teach any of my classes. 
I had escaped his sternness, 

Christmas at the Bongs’ house with the Shalom LifeGroup
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strict discipline and 
uncompromising standards. 
However, almost 30 years 
later, as if God had decided 
that I should not be allowed 
to be deprived of a proper 
education, I joined a Bible 
study group that he led. 
At first I did so reluctantly 
to accompany my wife 
who had joined the group 
earlier. Later, I regretted 
not joining earlier.

During his last few years at 
Kampong Kapor Methodist 
Church, Mr Lau led a Bible 
study group called the 
Shalom LifeGroup. Among 
the many lessons he taught 
us, four stand out in my 
mind. These are to live 
simply, to love generously, 
to care deeply and to speak 
kindly. As one can see, his 
teaching focused on how 
to live out one’s Christian 
faith in a practical manner. 
Another distinctive feature 
about his teaching is that he 
practiced what he preached.

To Live Simply
Mr Lau was not a man of 
limited means yet he made 
it almost one of his life’s 

dictums to live simply. To 
achieve this, he imposed 
upon himself some simple 
disciplines. He retired to bed 
early, took an afternoon nap 
and, one that is a challenge to 
many Singaporeans who love 
food, never ate after 8pm, and 
recommended that we eat till 
we are only three-quarters 
full. On the few occasions 
when he accepted dinner 
invitations, he did so only on 
condition that he be excused 
from eating after 8pm.

On the afternoon when Mr 
Lau was called home to the 
Lord, he was found sleeping 
peacefully in his room. 
Those who attended to him 
were struck by how simply 
his bedroom was furnished. 
He lay in his bed, in the 
centre of his bedroom, 
surrounded by a few 
basic pieces of furniture, 
looking content.  Mr Lau 
may have lived simply, but 
he experienced life richly. 
He enjoyed classical music 
and kept himself informed 
about world events as well 
as developments in the field 
of education.

To Love Generously
Many of his former students 
who came to pay their 
last respects shared their 
accounts of how Mr Lau had 
helped them. For some it 
was with study loans and for 
others it was to offer them 
another chance at education 
when no one else would. Mr 
Lau was also generous with 
his own means. One of his 
final acts of giving was to 
donate a million dollars to 
help the church purchase an 
adjacent property. He did 
not just talk about giving 
but he gave generously. 

To Care Deeply
Mr Lau cared about many 
issues deeply and this 
included the environment, 
society, and people. With the 
latter he did not discriminate 
anyone along the lines of 
their race, religion and even 
their sexual orientation. One 
of his last wishes, and this 
demonstrated his care, was 
his desire that the newly 
acquired church property be 
used to reach out and help 
the surrounding migrant and 
disadvantaged community.

To Speak Kindly
Many ex-ACS students can 
still recall with some dread 
hearing Mr Lau’s booming 
and commanding voice in 
school. He shared years 
later that he did this to get 
the attention of the boys. He 
believed that without their 
attention, there would be no 
education. Mr Lau’s candid 
manner of talking may 
seem out of step in today’s 
world with its emphasis on 
political correctness. But 
he believed in speaking 
truthfully, clearly and 
concisely. And in the years 
that I have known him, he 
never said a harsh word 
about anyone.

How do we honour a great 
teacher? We honour him 
by trying to remember 
the lessons he taught. We 
honour his life by trying 
to live according to the 
example that he had set.

Mr Lau, the members of 
the Shalom LifeGroup bid 
one final Shalom to you. 
May you rest in peace, our 
beloved rabbi.

Mr Earnest Lau Through The Eyes Of Shalom LifeGroup
Although I was not in Mr Lau’s LifeGroup for long before 
his demise, I was struck by how he combined a rigourous, 
disciplined approach to Bible study with compassion, 
patience, and openness to our views. Despite having 
been a great Bible study leader and member of the 
Church, and, from what I hear, a great school principal, 
Mr Lau lived a simple, humble life without pride or 
excess; he was truly a servant-leader who dedicated his 
entire life to the causes he served.

Benjamin Ong

I found him a great Bible study leader who managed 
to help us digest difficult study material and make us 
think critically on various theological issues. He was 
also a good friend and listener who took pains to know 
me as a person by enquiring about my hobbies and 
interests outside Bible study lessons. He will be sorely 
missed. 

Vernon Voon

The Shalom LifeGroup were blessed to have the beloved Mr 
Lau as our leader and Bible teacher in the past few years.

I know that he was a well-respected principal but it was 
only at his wake that I realised the enormity of his great 
contribution to the teaching profession. He had touched 
so many lives and done so much for his students. We 
were indeed blessed by his teachings and his emphasis on 
living a life to be like Christ. He always reminded us that 
head knowledge is useless unless we do what we preach 
and lead a life as an example of the teachings of Jesus. 
He looked stern and strict but to our LifeGroup, he was a 
gentle giant. We were able to get to know his other side. 

Lee Yang Chua 

Mr Lau was like a spiritual father to me. In him, I saw Jesus; 
full of wisdom, love, compassion and acceptance. I felt like 
a lost sheep when Mr Lau went home to the Lord. But at the 
same time, I am reminded to look to the Great Shepherd, 
who will always be by our side.

Edwin Goh
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During our conversations, there were times he would 
retort, with a twinkle in his eye, “You think so?” This 
was not a verbal challenge before the onslaught. 
Instead, it was often prompted by a sincere desire to 
want to understand another person’s perspective on 
things. I have also at times witnessed Mr Lau accepting 
a contrary opinion and acceding to a different point 
of view. But I should add, they were only occasional 
times. 

Such was the tenor of our Bible Study sessions under 
the Rabbi, as he was fondly referred to. There was the 
rigour of thinking through issues, accompanied by the 
acceptance of views. There was the keen desire to try 
to get to the heart of ideas, accompanied by the often 
humble acknowledgement that many things were 
still a mystery. There was the discipline he showed 
in preparing for these classes weeks in advance, 
accompanied by the tolerance he also showed when 
our lack of preparedness was all too obvious.

We will all miss the rigor, the discipline and the 
earnestness of wanting to grasp great truths, but 
most of all, we will miss the kindness of the man 
whom we called our Rabbi.

Benny Bong

I never knew Mr Lau was such a phenomenal man until 
he passed on and all the testimonies and accolades 
started pouring in from all over. I am an “ACS mum” 
but after Mr Lau’s tenure at ACS. 

I really want to thank God for giving me the privilege 
of getting to know Mr Lau on a personal level since 
he took over as the leader of our LifeGroup some 
4 years ago. He was indeed a serious, no-nonsense 
teacher who prepared his sessions meticulously, 
and was disciplined with time. He challenged us to 
express our views and never imposed his on us. 
Feeling inadequate in front of such a learned man, 
I often would choose to just passively listen, but Mr 
Lau would inadvertently ask “So Bella, what do you 
think?” I am beginning to miss this question already. 

Mr Lau also drove me home after the Bible study 
classes in the early years, delaying his own journey 
home, being the kind gentleman that he was. We had 
many good conversations during those car rides. This 
was another rare privilege for me. I have come to 
respect and regard him like my own dad, and am very 
thankful for the recent times spent with him during 
his clinic visits in the 2 months before his departure. 
I shall treasure fond memories of this fine gentleman, 
role model, passionate teacher and servant leader of 
our church. 

Bella Chin

I think our LifeGroup, Shalom, got to see and 
experience a different side of Mr Lau. We have all 
heard stories of him as a stern, no-nonsense educator, 
school and discipline master but in the five years that 
I have been in the group, that was never a side I got to 
see – which is good, I suppose! 

Shalom LifeGroup celebrating Chinese New Year 2011 at Mr Lau’s house.

8



– KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCHEulogy

Instead, I saw a fun and dare I say, sometimes cheeky 
side to our Rabbi. Yes, we called him Rabbi because 
he was our teacher and our LifeGroup leader but it 
was also our way, or at least, my way of teasing him 
and a term of endearment. 

His eyes would twinkle and he would have a cheeky 
smile when he was called Rabbi. Far from stern, he 
was very accessible to us and would also often chat 
and banter with us before class, while waiting for 
others to arrive. 

I miss his smile, laughter and snort, “You think so?” 
Most of all, I appreciate the space and latitude Rabbi 
gave us to discuss our theological and “Discipleship-
type” questions. He took us seriously, and saw us as 
a unique child of God, gifts, warts and all. He was 
able to appreciate our diversity and was comfortable 
with our comments, critique and conclusions, and yet  
often challenged us to think more, to re-think, to sit 
with the questions and answers longer. 

Rabbi’s love for learning and reflection, his love for, 
and search to understand God better has touched 
me. His deep faith will continue to encourage me in 
my Christian journey. 

Thank you, Rabbi in life and in death, shalom. 
Su-Lin Ngiam

I miss Earnie and can’t believe that he is gone. What a 
gift he has been to us at Shalom. 

Revered, feared and respected by so many, yet to me, 
he was also the gentleman who often had funny and 
witty comments to make.

Every LifeGroup session, he had his spiel on “all 
these Americans...” in response to the Americanised 
material we had to study. But it was also through 
these sessions that he showed and shared his great 
love for knowledge and learning. 

A great mind, sharp and witty, he was also generous 
and willing to open his mind to possibilities, to see 
things from new perspectives, never trying to impose 
his views. 

He took us as we were and gave us space to express 
our opinions. For me, he gave me a space to find my 
voice and belief in my views. 

We were very blessed to have had this time with him 
and with such tremendous access -- to tease him, to 
just experience him in his “raw” form. 

I feel that he has been taken away too soon from us. 
There are still so many chapters to cover, so many 
new experiences and pages to uncover, and laughter 
to share.  

But we shall meet again. Until then, we will keep the 
times we have shared close in our hearts. 

Charmaine Tan

I have known Earnie all of my life. Though he was 
known to be strict and greatly feared by many, I have 
never seen him in that light. He was always indulgent 
of my teasing and sometimes inane remarks. He was 
open to learning new terminology and fads which 
sometimes amused him but more times than not got 
his all so famous ‘snort’. Our thoughts and ideas, 
however simple they were, were never dismissed. His 
wit and his vocabulary often left us stunned and often 
sent us into peals of laughter. More importantly he 
always encouraged us in our learning and in our faith 
. 

I can’t believe that he won’t be sitting at the table at 
our next LifeGroup meeting but he will definitely be 
there in our hearts. We miss you, Earnie, and we have 
been very blessed to be part of your life. 

Patricia Tan

In the few precious years that we had him as our 
teacher, Mr Lau took us on a learning journey, a 
journey of discovery about who we are, what we 
believe in, and ultimately our purpose in the world. 
Being the fine educator that he was, he constantly 
challenged our assumptions, encouraging us to 
think, question, and venture beyond the obvious and 
superficial to that which really mattered. Many of the 
lessons he taught us were already embodied in his 
own life, as we were to discover. So while we engaged 
in energetic and stimulating discussions, these were 
secondary to the values that he was imparting to us. 

Mr Lau stood solidly for Christian values – faithfulness, 
integrity, discipline, fairness, generosity and more. 
Indeed, despite a certain austerity, he was gentle and 
kind, accessible and extremely tolerant. He had a 
heart for people and cared particularly for the socially 
less able, which was perhaps why he was so well 
respected and loved. He was our beloved Rabbi and 
we shall miss him dearly.

Aileen Bong
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In Memoriam: Judy Lee

Just over a week ago, I received an email from Judy Lee 
enquiring if I would conduct a service of blessing for her 
new home when I come to Singapore in August of this 
year. Of course, I responded that I would be pleased and 
honoured to participate in such a service in any capacity 
that would be appropriate.That will not be necessary, for 
now she is abiding in her eternal home with the blessing of 
God Almighty - the blessing that surpasses all others.

Judy Lee was someone who was devoted to the beauty 
of God’s creation in all its wonder, especially as it was 
expressed in music. As a committed follower of Christ, 
she rejoiced in the music of the human soul. In the short 
years I have known her, this has been decidedly evident. 
She was willing to use her resources to support creativity, 
especially in music. Over ten years ago I came to Singapore 
at her behest to give two concerts to raise funds for the 
Family Service Centre in Singapore’s “Little India” and for 
palliative care for children in East Malaysia. Approximately 
half a million dollars were raised through her diligent and 
energetic work for these causes. Her reward was not the 
quest of accolades for herself, but the inner satisfaction of 
knowing that she had served others. She had learned as a 
servant of Christ - this is what Christians do.

Subsequently I was invited to Singapore to film the musical 
drama, Sweet Singer, which I had written based on the life 
and work of Charles Wesley. She treasured the hymns of 
our Methodist tradition and the message they convey. Few 
may know that she was the executive producer of the DVD 
production of Sweet Singer, which was released by The 
Methodist Church in Singapore and is now available online 
through Ecufilm.

How often I have come to Kampong Kapor Methodist 
Church to lead a hymn festival and watched her sitting 
in the front row singing with a smile on her face. I know 
nothing of her singing abilities. I know only that her bright 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

countenance reflected the joy of the human soul, of one 
who rejoiced to know the true meaning of life in Christ.

Judy Lee’s journey through life, as with all of us, has at 
times been beautifully tranquil and at other times difficult. 
She has known adversity and illness. Now she has come to 
the end of her earthly journey and those who have been 
touched by her life are richer for having known her.

There are lessons to be learned from her devotion to life, 
the Christian faith, the church, and family: self-discipline 
(Can you imagine being involved in a vocation involving 
statistics and having no discipline?), willingness and joy in 
helping others, and perseverance in accomplishing tasks 
others may think impossible or foreboding. These are all 
virtues that we are taught are becoming to followers of 
Jesus Christ.

As we pay tribute to the life of Judy Lee today, we are 
reminded of what the psalmist eloquently expresses about 
the brevity of life in Psalm 103: “As for mortals, their days 
are like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; the 
wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers 
it no more” (Ps. 103:15-16 Today’s NIV). Judy indeed 
flourished as a flower of the field. This verse reminds us 
that life passes as quickly before us as the wind erasing a 
place in a field over which it passes. This would be rather 
depressing, if it meant that our memory of Judy Lee is 
erased so quickly. The psalmist speaks, however, of the 
brevity of life and not of the brevity of memory. What we 
remember that gives us great joy as people of faith is 
expressed in the next verse of the Psalm: “But the steadfast 
love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those 
who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children, 
to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His 
commandments” (Ps. 103:17-18 ESV).

Eulogy

Eulogy by Rev ST Kimbrough, read at the funeral Service for Judy Lee on Friday 25th February 2011 at KKMC.
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Serving in Faith: The KKMC Toddlers� Ministry
As a former secondary school 
teacher who has served in 
children’s and youth ministries 
both within and outside the church, 
my first encounter with a ministry 
for children younger than  seven 
years of age was when I brought my 
son to the KKMC Toddlers’ Ministry 
(TM). Certainly, each age group 
has its challenges, but the energy 
required to work with the hyper-
active, at times pre-verbal toddlers 
was enormous. Yet, every week, 
without fail, I saw the teachers 
cheerfully and gamely work with 
crying-laughing-running-about-
jumping-about-tripping-over-just-
about-anything toddlers in the 
Church Kindergarten area.

Each Sunday, the children begin 
their morning with some free play in 
the Joy Room at 9:30 a.m. and move 
over to the Kindergarten area at 
10:00 a.m. for the more structured 
programme of worship, Bible story, 
art-and-craft and snack-time. Since 
the start of 2011, the TM team has 
taken the bold step of taking over 
the care of the children entirely so 
that parents can actually attend the 
worship service instead of sitting 
in with their children. Pauline Chia, 
TM Coordinator and an educator 
herself, explains, “If the children 

Dr Loh Chin Ee

can go to pre-school, I’m sure we 
can manage taking care of them.” 
The team has managed excellently. 
Apart from a few parting wails, the 
children are, for the most part,  
able to attend the session without 
their parents. More than that, they 
look forward to their time with their 
teachers and friends. 

The first activity is worship and the 
children often get all excited with 
action songs and jumping about. 
Following that is Bible story-time,  
with the teachers coming prepared 
with all sorts of creative tools to 
help the toddlers learn more about 
God. One Sunday, Soon Thean (the 

only male volunteer at this point 
in time) painted his sons’ “Bob the 
Builder” figurines with green water-
soluble paint to portray the sick at 
the pool of Bethesda.  After a quick 
swirl in some water, the figurines 
came out ‘healed’ of their ‘illness’! 
At another session, technologically-
savvy Lydia used her iPad to show 
the children images of moving 
animals to teach them that God 
takes care of all living things. The 
children responded very well to both 
modes of storytelling. Following 
Bible story-time, the children are 
introduced to the Scripture memory 
verse and get started on an art-and-
craft activity related to the Bible 

Prayer to start the session

Worship time and Pauline is full of energy

Children Worshipping

Toddlers moving from Joy Room to the 
Kindergarten Room for activity time

CHILDREN’s Ministry
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story. The session rounds off with 
the always-popular snack-time, 
with the children quietly enjoying 
their snacks while waiting for their 
parents to pick them up.

While many of the volunteer teachers 
have children in the TM, there are 
others who joined the ministry 
after their children graduated to 
the Little Praisers. Soon Thean and 
Jae, parents of Ethan (now in Little 
Praisers) and Luke (TM), started 
serving because help was needed at 
the time Ethan joined the TM, and 
they felt it was a good avenue for 
them to return to serving in church 
after having taken some time off to 
settle into parenthood. Lynette had 
felt “warmed and touched” by the 
teachers’ efforts when her children 
were in the TM and felt that this 
was a good way for her to give back 
to the ministry that had helped her 
children grow. Lydia’s perspective 
encapsulates the sentiments of the 
teachers when she shared that she 
continues to serve in the ministry as 
she has faith that God will help her 
to get the message across to the 
little ones, even though they may 
not always appear to understand.  

My son has recently turned 18 
months old and is now attending 
the TM without me. The TM is his 
first step into being part of God’s 
community with his peers and I 
appreciate the fact that I am not 
alone in the journey to nourish 
him physically and spiritually. I 
am heartened by Pauline’s sharing 
that the main goal of the TM is “to 
build the children’s knowledge of 
God” and by the faithful service of 
the teachers each week. The solid 
ground on which my son will stand 
will owe no small part to his early 
years in the TM.

Storytime: Lydia tells a story

Storytime: The children get involved with 
technology

Mommies get involved

And Daddies too!

Art and craft time is busy time

Snack time is a favourite way to end the session

Team Members:
Team A: Pauline Chia (leader), Michelle Loh, 
Michelle Fu, Elaine Siow and Agnes Ting
Team B: Lynette Yeo (leader), Lynette Lin, 
Jae Chin and Eunice Chan
Team C: Lydia Chan (leader), Gillian Chia, 
Chin Soon Thean and Caroline Seah

For more information about serving or bringing your child to the Toddlers’ Ministry, please contact Pauline Chia at paulinehoo@yahoo.com 
or look for her on Sunday mornings in the Kindergarten area. Toddlers’ Ministry runs from 9:30 a.m. at the Joy Room and the structured 
programme runs from 10.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. in  the Kindergarten area.
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Pastoral Team’s Visit to India

Tarn Taran Field, 
Punjab

From 15-23 February 2011, the KKMC Pastoral Team led by Rev 
Dr Kang Ho Soon visited 3 of our missionary couples in India.  

Christraj, Manickam and Jacob first wandered into KKMC while 
working in Singapore. In the course of worshipping and growing 
in the Lord, they felt called to return to India as missionaries. 
KKMC sent them for theological education and upon completion, 
they were posted with their wives to various fields in North 
India.

This trip was to see how the work had progressed and to look 
at further areas of support and partnership. Rev Dr Kang feels 
that KKMC’s location in Little India in Singapore is God’s way of 
pointing us to missions in the ‘Big India’ on the sub-continent.

During this trip, the team managed to visit Christraj in Chakia, 
Manickam in Dhanora and Jacob in Punjab. We have 2 more 
missionaries’ families, Xavier in Konta and Samuel in Malkangiri, 
whom we were not able to visit on this trip. 

Jacob exploring a piece of land to start a ministry. 
The IMS model is to build a hostel for students 
and use that as a launch pad for community 
development and church planting.Rev Dr Kang baptising a new believer.Jacob and Latha.

Chakia Field, Uttar Pradesh
The gospel is preached in 300 villages across 3 districts. By God’s grace 1118 
people were added to the church over the last 8 years. Regular worship is conducted 
in 60 villages and 3 more villages are ready to erect their own church buildings.

The hostel ministry started on 1 July 2008 with 40 students. Now there are 55 
students and with KKMC supporting the building extension, student intake should 
go up to 100.

Glory is a qualified nurse and she runs a medical ministry providing health care to 
neighbouring villages.

The Tailoring Institute equips village ladies with useful skills. Two batches have 
successfully completed the course and 20 ladies are currently undergoing training.

In Chakia, KKMC contributed to the erection of the missionary quarters and mission 
guest house, the multi-purpose hall, a water purifier for the hostels, an LCD 
projector and amplifier for village outreach activities and blankets and mattresses 
for the students.

This school bus sponsored by KKMC helps 
the hostel kids travel 7km to school daily.

Students at the hostel are required to 
attend chapel every morning.

PASTORAL TEAM’S VISIT TO INDIA
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L-R Glory, Jebakumar and Christraj.

Dedication of missionary quarters and guest house.

Exterior of missionary quarters and guest house.

Interior of missionary quarters and guest house.

Local leaders are equipped through The 
Association for Theological Education by 
Extension (Taftee).

Lunch time at the hostel.

Avidavis (aboriginal people) outside the Chakia compound. The stark 
contrast between children who are brought up in the hostel and those 
who are not has resulted in a demand for more places in the hostel.

Multi-purpose hall built on second level of the hostel. This is to facilitate the expansion of the 
hostel to accommodate over 100 students from the current number of slightly over 50 students.
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Dhanora Field,
Maharastra

PASTORAL TEAM’S VISIT TO INDIA

There are 3000 baptised believers across 160 Gondi villages. Some 
believers have delayed baptism for fear of reprisals from their families 
or communities. There are 14 villages with church buildings, 30 regular 
prayer groups, a training centre and a health centre.

The main Dhanora mission compound houses 93 students in the hostel 
while the village of Murumgoan has a hostel for 20 students. Twenty-
nine trained local evangelists are helping in the work here.

In Dhanora, KKMC has contributed to the erection of the Church 
Planters’ Fold Training Centre, a water purifier for the hostels, an 
LCD projector and amplifier for village outreaches and blankets and 
mattresses for the students.

Prathiba Manlal Madavi, 23, is from the Gondi tribe. In 1996, she came to the 
IMS hostel at Dhanora as an 8 year old. She received an education and came 
to believe in Jesus. She will be completing her Bachelor degree in Arts and 
Education by the first half of 2011 and will return to Dhanora as a teacher in 
June 2011. 

This year: Dedication of CPF Training Centre on 19 February 2011.

L-R Rev Selwyn, Manickam and Rosemary at Dhanora 
Mission Field Compound.

Last year: Ground breaking ceremony for Church Planters’ Fold (CPF) Training Centre on 22 
February 2010. The Centre is used for training local evangelists and church leaders.

Prathiba (left) with Chew Ker
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Meeting with Bishop P.K.Samantaroy, Diocese of Amritsar, Church of North India: 
Insights into Christianity in Punjab. 
Jacob and Latha will complete their 
language studies soon and begin 
ministry in Punjab State. It was, 
therefore, necessary for them to make a 
courtesy call to Bishop P.K.Samantaroy. 
As Bishop of the Diocese of Amritsar, 
he oversees the Church of North India’s 
(CNI) work in  Punjab, Himachal Pradesh 
and Jammu & Kashmir.

This meeting was not only to inform 
him of our work in Punjab but also to 
identify areas of cooperation. In the 
long run the Indian Missionary Society’s 
(IMS) strategy is to hand over churches 
it plants to CNI.

Bp. Samantaroy was pleased to meet 
us and spent time sharing about the 
church in Punjab. A state with 28 
million people, Punjab is the birthplace 
of Sikhism. While Sikhs make up more 
than 60% of the population, Punjab 
prides itself as the land where a 
number of religions exist in perfect 
harmony with each other. Sikhism and 
Hinduism form the major religions 
while Islam, Christianity, Jainism and 
Buddhism also flourish.

Yet it takes just a small group of 
people to disturb the harmony. For 
example, in February 2010, Christians 
protested against a picture of Jesus 
Christ holding a cigarette and a beer 
can that was published in school 
textbooks. Some troublemakers 
responded by vandalising a church 
in Shillong, under the Diocese of 
Amritsar. In what was the first time 
such an incident happened in Punjab, 
the historic church built in the Mughal 
style in 1893 was vandalised and the 
altar, pulpit and beautifully carved 
wooden furniture were burned down.

However, because of the good inter-
faith relationships that Bp. Samantaroy 
and the CNI had established, the 
leaders of various faiths moved swiftly 
to diffuse the tension and prevented it 
from escalating.

Good, in fact, came out of the whole 
incident. Bp. Samantaroy said, “The 
Government of Punjab offered to 

renovate the church building but 
the people of the Diocese gathered 
together and decided to undertake 
the work with their own money. They 
started sacrificial giving, which was a 
new discipline to many believers here. 
Even a gold wedding ring and wrist 
watches were put in the offering basket. 
Donations also came from our friends 
and partners from other dioceses and 
from abroad. We were greatly touched 
by the prayer support we received 
from hundreds of brothers and sisters. 
The Church was renovated within a 
record time of six months and was re-
dedicated on 12 December 2010. Many 
people from the local community of 
various faiths came to celebrate the 
re-dedication. The physical renovation 
of the building as well as the spiritual 
healing process has not only brought 
the church members together in a bond 
that is much stronger than anything 
that they had experienced before, but 
it has also brought about a revival of 
spirit in all those who were somehow 
or other involved in this painstakingly 
long process of renewal.”

Bp. Samantaroy shared that one of CNI’s 
priorities for the first decade of the 21st 
century is to create healing communities 
through inter-faith and intra-faith 
initiatives for common action. 

Consequently, the Diocese of Amritsar 
has organised an Interfaith Seminar 
themed “Right to Live” on 16 March 
2011 in Amritsar. Sikhism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Christianity and Atheism were 
represented and each presented their 
religious outlook of life.

60 delegates from various religious 
beliefs participated in this challenging 
exchange of perspectives. Bp. 
Samantaroy said that it was necessary 
to encourage the different faiths to 
come together and find out what they 
can do together in society.

Such harmonious relationships are seen 
in the school run by CNI. The students 
of different faiths participate in the 
chapels and say the Lord’s prayer. There 
are few complaints from students’ non-
Christian parents.  In fact, each vacancy 
in the school attracts 200 applicants 
every year.

Bp. Samantaroy also shared about the 
ecumenical efforts among Christians. 
Every year on Palm Sunday, over 7,000 
Christians from various denominations 
would take a 4-5 hour march across 
7km of the city. This huge public march 
is a testimony to Christian unity. At the 
same time, the marches would pause 
at different religious sites to receive 
garlands from members of other faiths 
before ending the march with a worship 
service in one of the churches.

Such initiatives taken by the Church of 
North India has helped her to live out 
what the bible teaches in 1 Timothy 
2:2-4 : “Pray this way for kings and 
all who are in authority so that we can 
live peaceful and quiet lives marked by 
godliness and dignity. This is good and 
pleases God our Saviour, who wants 
everyone to be saved and to understand 
the truth.”

Team with Bishop Samantaroy (6th from left)

Mr Lyndon Gan
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Reflections on visit to the Golden Temple No Pain, No Gain
This was only our second night in 
India, but I am sure I will always 
remember it. We were already tired 
from the previous two long days 
of travel and activity. Pastor Kang 
Ho Soon strongly encouraged us to 
make the extra effort but wisely gave 
us the option not to go if we needed 
to rest. We all decided to go.

The wake-up call came at 2am! It was 
cold – about 8° Celsius! Half asleep, 
the 10 of us squeezed into a tiny 
motorised vehicle about the size of 
a Mini Minor! I have poor circulation 
and wore two layers of socks to keep 
my feet warm. However, to enter the 
Golden Temple, we were asked to 
remove both our socks and shoes.

Next we had to wade through a 
shallow pool of water to wash our feet. 
The great discomfort my freezing 
feet gave me was soon forgotten as 
I saw at least two thousand others – 
men, women and children also going 
around in their bare feet. No mistake 
– at least two thousand people at 
3am in the morning!! Some of them 
had even stripped to their shorts to 
bathe in the large, majestic pool that 
surrounds the heart of this temple. 

What were all these people there 
for at this unearthly hour? They 
were there to read and meditate 
on the ‘Gurugranth’ – the sacred 

scriptures of the Sikh 
community. Scattered 
throughout the temple 
complex were at least 
one hundred rooms 
where specially-trained 
persons were reading 
the Gurugranth. Some 
read in silence, with no 
one listening to them. 
Others read aloud with 
groups of devotees 
listening intently and 
following the reading 
with their own pocket 
versions of the scriptures. 
This amazing scene 
happens all year round – 
24 hours a day!!

There was more to come. 

We wandered around the sprawling 
temple grounds and were told to our 
amazement that anyone who would 
like food or shelter at any time of 
day or night could get it absolutely 
free-of-charge!! This wonderful 
gesture of hospitality means that 
the Temple provides an average of 
50,000 (yes, fifty thousand) simple 
yet balanced meals every day!! This 
whole operation is mainly run by an 
army of volunteers and financed by 
freewill donations!!! 

I left the Temple grounds freezing-
cold but fired up to be much more 
devoted to the study of our Scriptures 
and caring for the poor.

Rev Dr Kang 
trying his hand 
at cooking in the 
temple kitchen 
that provides free 
food for all visitors.

The Golden Temple or Darbar Sahib located in Amritsar India is the central 
Gurdwara (house of worship) for Sikhs.

PASTORAL TEAM’s VISIT TO INDIA

Rev Dr Norman Wong
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KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH – YOUTH MINISTRY / Tamil Ministry

Reflection on Thank God It’s Good Friday (TGIGF)

KKMC Women’s Fellowship Retreat at the Chinese Garden

On Saturday 9 April 2011, members of KKMC’s Youth, 2nd 
and 60th companies Boys’ Brigade and 45th company Girls’ 
Brigade gathered at Raffles Institution for a Thank God It’s 
Good Friday (TGIGF) event. This was to foster better bonding 
and friendships between the four organisations.

At the beginning of the event, members of all four 
organisations were divided into 10 groups. Each team was 
then tasked to complete activities at 4 stations. My team 

At last the day we had been waiting for arrived! On 26 March 
2011, the Women’s Fellowship from the Tamil Ministry 
gathered for a day’s retreat at the Chinese Garden. As retreat 
means withdrawal, so even a short break can be a rest from the 
routine of everyday life. For us women it was an opportunity 
to refresh ourselves in Christ. Women like to Talk!  Share!  
Express! ...... When women connect, learning becomes more 
effective and helps build Christian fellowships.

We started our day with an ice-breaking session, followed by 
praise and worship.  Each one of us prayed for many causes 
and thanked our Almighty God. Later, Mrs. Stella Albert led 
the bible sharing on the topic “Will of God” through the verse 
Rom 8:29-30. After a wonderful love feast in the afternoon, we 
started the afternoon session with a Personality Development 

went to a video game station that required us to answer 
questions after watching a short movie clip. Another station 
pitted us against another team in a physical game. The  third 
station had us hunting for letters to form a word and the last 
station made us navigate an obstacle course together while 
holding on to a hula-hoop. After all the teams completed the 
activities at the stations, we had mass-games where all 10 
teams played together. The objective of that game was to 
foster teamwork. Following the game, we had a combined 
singspiration before Mr. Lyndon Gan, 60th’s BB chaplain, 
shared with us his thoughts about TGIGF. This was followed 
by lunch, and to end the day, all the companies sang their 
respective vespers.

I enjoyed the event as it was packed with fun activities and 
opportunities for interaction. It was very interesting interacting 
with people from other backgrounds and I found their company 
very relaxing. The activities were really meaningful as they 
achieved their objective of fostering bonds and friendships. 
Even though I am not a Christian, I find this event very 
gratifying as I watched how the others whole-heartedly sang 
praises to Jesus. I am looking forward to next year’s TGIGF to 
experience another heart-warming event. 

LCP Poon Xue Ping
60th company BB.                                                                                                         

workshop, led by Mrs. Sathya Julius. The workshop and 
discussion were meaningful. Using “Out-Of-The-Box” methods, 
we encouraged each other, and also helped in considering 
the challenges God has in store for us. We then actively 
participated in games led by Mrs. Anitha Robinson which 
challenged us physically, mentally and pushed us to work in 
teams.  

We would like to express our gratitude to our pastor, Rev. 
Selwyn for his efforts in guiding us, and encouraging women 
to be led by women. Above all we thank Our Almighty God 
who guided and protected us throughout the day. It was 
a satisfying, enriching and encouraging day to all, both 
physically and spiritually. We left feeling revitalised.

by Mrs. Sheela Joshua
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– KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCHWSCS / KKFSC

KKMC Women’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS)
- Sharing a meal with Migrant Workers of Little India

Kampong Kapor Family Service Centre (KKFSC]
- a conduit of  H.O.P.E.  for our community

Ms Irene Foo

Since June 2009, on the  first 
Sunday of every month, KKMC 
has been blessing Indian 
migrant workers living and 
milling around Serangoon 
Road with a meal.

On 3 April 2011, during the 
season of Lent,  the WSCS, 
led by President, Mrs Maureen 
Fong and Vice-President, Mdm 
Lau Kan How, spent a fruitful 
evening serving 500 Indian 
migrant workers an evening 
meal comprising a packet of 
delicious nasi biryani and a 
bottle of mineral water.

Whilst serving the meal, WSCS 
members befriended the 

The community that we serve comprises 
people from all walks of life, in various 
stages of life. Their needs are very 
different. Yet there is a common need that 
they all seek - and that is, hope. It could 
be hope for basic needs to be met, hope 
for some resolution in relational issues, 
hope for an employment opportunity, 
hope for academic support, hope for a 
roof over their head, or  simply, hope for 
a listening ear. 

As the needs of the community can be 
overwhelming at times, it is important 
to remind ourselves of our mission. 
Our mission states, “In Christian love, 
KKFSC provides quality services to 
address prevailing needs of the people 
in community. We aim to touch lives with 
compassion and care.” 

In our recent staff retreat, we were asked 
to reflect on our progress over the last 3 
years. These were some of the responses 
from our staff:

Many children have improved in their •	
ability to read.
We have become more known in the •	
community as a hub for help.
Our efforts to serve the low income •	
families have become more focused.

workers and engaged them 
in conversations, listened 
to their stories, and gained 
insight into their personal 
lives.  Many of them have 
been working in Singapore for 
more than 5 years.  

These workers are the silent 
voice and unsung people in 
our community.  They work 
laboriously, away from home 
and loved ones, building our 
infrastructure and contributing 
to the success of Singapore. 
They deserve our kindness 
and gratitude.

It is very encouraging that 
many individuals, families, 

and Life Groups in our 
congregation have offered 
to serve and bless the Indian 
migrant workers. 
 
Let us pray that we continue 
to receive God’s grace and 
open our hearts to see Indian 
migrant workers as equals 

with human needs, emotions 
and struggles.  Let compassion 
be the distinguishing 
character of KKMC.   Let our 
monthly serving grow into 
opportunities for Indian 
migrant workers to know the 
Lord in a personal way.  

Clients have given feedback that they •	
are treated with dignity and respect.
Clients have sought refuge and solace •	
by coming to our centre.
We have been pro-active in engaging •	
our clients through home visits and 
meeting them at their usual hang-outs. 

There is a family that I have been trying 
to befriend for the last 3 months with the 
aim of getting the children in the family 
to start school in our community. It has 
been about 8 months since this family 
has moved into the community. The 
reason for their move was because their 
home had to be sold due to a divorce. 
The children are fun-loving, bright and 
deserve a proper education, but it has 

been really tough to engage their mother. 
She seems distracted by her own worries 
and addictions, neglecting her parental 
responsibilities in the process. As a 
parent myself, it really pains me to see 
this happening. I have to steel myself to 
persist in this quest to place the children 
back into school, which will give them 
hope of a better future. 

I hope to continue to make a positive 
impact in our community and be a 
conduit of hope to those in need, perhaps 
by adopting a posture of “Helping Others, 
Pastoring Everyone!” in all that I do. 
Together, let’s serve the community and 
bring HOPE to all who are precious in His 
sight!

Mr Benjamin Chua
Senior Social Worker (KKFSC)

Staff of KK Family Service Centre
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KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH –

accompanied by care and concern 
towards others.  They were guilty of 
acting wickedly towards others and 
exploiting them.

God is not in the least swayed by 
a worship that is in form only.  He 
seeks substance in how we conduct 
our lives and that includes how we 
are engaged in social concerns.  
After all, God created the world in 
love, and gave the commandment 
to love one another. The pages 
of the Old Testament are filled 
with instructions to do justly, and 
to attend to the poor and needy.  
Undoubtedly, His will from the 
beginning is for His people to 
actively care for others. God has 
made it clear that He chooses 
substance over form.

When Jesus proclaimed, “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself”, He re-affirmed the 
divine will for all of God’s people. It is significant that 
in the book of Matthew, the last recorded lesson that 
Jesus taught His disciples in the parable of the sheep 
and the goats has to do with attending to the needy 
in society. It was as if He was underscoring a most 
important duty for Christians to remember always 
– a message that His apostles did not fail to remind 
when they urged Christians to “remember the poor” 
(Galatians 2:10; James 2:15-16 and 1 John 3:17).

Christians have to watch against making the same 
mistake as the Israelites in the time of Isaiah. Today, 
there is much emphasis given to forging a close 
relationship with God, to growing in piety, in being 
diligent with our daily quiet time, in prayer and praise, 
in delighting to worship God. But if social concerns are 
neglected, have we missed God’s chosen fast which 
is the substance of true worship?  James summarises 
two sets of Christian duty very well in one concise 
statement: “Pure and undefiled religion before God and 
the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.” 
(James 1:27) Christians have to be conscientious with 
the latter without neglecting the former.  

“We have not loved our neighbours, and we have not 
heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free 
us for joyful obedience.” These words of confession 
should be very familiar since they are part of our 
prayer before God every first Sunday of the month.  
The next time we utter these words, remember God’s 
chosen fast.

The fast that God has chosen A Personal Reflection on Social Concerns
by Mr Yeo Oon Chye

In keeping with the Wesleyan tradition of social action, 
KKMC observes “Social Concerns” Sunday annually 
as a useful reminder to the church of our social 
responsibility.  

This year, the “Social Concerns” sermon on 27 March 
2011 quoted from Isaiah 58:5-7. These words of 
the Lord to the people of Israel could not have been 
clearer:  God wants His people to fulfill their social 
duty. He uses many verbs in the active form – “loose”, 
“undo”, “let go”, “break”, “share”, “bring into”, “cover”.  
In other words, it is not enough to simply do no 
evil. God expects His people to do good.  Passive 
disapproval of social conditions that affect the poor 
and the needy or worse, apathy and disinterest, run 
against His will. It is said that Wesley asked for an 
even higher standard from his fellowship (later known 
as the Methodists), that they ought to deliver help to 
the poor and not merely send it. Christians need to 
act to alleviate the suffering of the poor and needy, 
the sick, the prisoners, and the marginalised, in the 
communities they live in.

There is another lesson in Isaiah 58 that awaits us.  
God had sent Isaiah to cry against the transgressions 
and sins of the people of Israel.  On the surface, they 
seemed to be doing the right things – seeking God 
daily, knowing His ways, living righteously, keeping 
God’s commandments, and learning His justice.  
They were delighted to worship God. Yet, for all 
the appearance they gave of their devotion to God, 
they were ignored.  The prophet revealed the cause:  
their devotion was merely in appearance, and not 

Social Concerns
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“God will help us.”
Understanding Islam: A Personal Journey

—Necmettin Eskici, Director, Turkish Cultural Centre

Who knew that Jesus is mentioned many times in the Koran? I did not know this fact until 6 March 2011 
when Necmettin Eskici spoke at a seminar held at The Unfailing Light.

The talk lasted about ninety minutes, including a question and answer session and everyone attending 
was invited to share a halal meal together. Mr Eskici’s personal journey was so compelling to me, because 
I began officially practising my religion again after a number of personal journeys. I needed to (re)discover 
the message in Christianity that spoke directly to my walk with Christ. Mr Eskici listened to the sermons 
of a few Islamic scholars before finding the theological message to apply to his spiritual walk with God.  
Islam was not one of the religions I have become familiar with through friends, so this talk on Islam was 
enlightening. Mr Eskici’s message contained many elements that spoke to me.

The message of the event was unity in diversity. We all seek to follow God. As Mr Eskici so eloquently 
stated, “God will help us.” This was just one of several memorable quotes made during the Sunday talk.    
Mr Eskici found the inclusive and progressive teaching of the still living Turkish Muslim teacher, Fethullah 
Gulen, most meaningful to him. If there is to be unity, there must be understanding. As Christians, we 
must not criticise those who practice another religion, especially if we expect freedom and acceptance to 
worship Christ. This message is one of hope, a word Mr Eskici used in his talk Religion must give hope 
to individuals who follow God, and the Islamic principle of “living for others” seems very similar to the 
Christian teaching of loving one another.

There was a PowerPoint presentation in Mr Eskici’s talk, and it contained the essence of his message.  
However, to only read through the presentation would cause us to miss out on the experience of hearing 
this charismatic speaker. He offered the  hope that Islam and Christianity could co-exist peacefully.

A quick perusal of Gulen’s website (http://www.fethullahgulen.org/) shows a general message I’m familiar 
with from my Congregational Church days: acceptance in the form of understanding and respect. Of the 
three quotes that Mr Eskici put up in his PowerPoint this one spoke to me best: “We . . . will remain 
unbroken and embrace everyone with love and compassion. And, with love toward one another, we 
will walk toward tomorrow.”  This is very similar to Mr Eskici’s message: we are like flowers, and are not 
all the same.  We must know each other, and find out how God is great.

Mr Gregory Stenta 
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KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH – “ASK ANYTHING” SEMINAR

“Ask Anything” Seminar – 3 April 2011

Pastors Norman Wong and Gabriel Liew organised 
this seminar to encourage the congregation to 
“ask anything” on issues, concerns or questions 
regarding the Christian faith, the Bible and church 
life.

The second session was conducted in an informal 
setting at The Unfailing Light on Sunday, 3 
April 2011 over light refreshments. Participants 
asked a wide range of questions such as: “How 
do Christians reconcile our faith with Chinese 
traditions such as tomb-sweeping during the 
Qingming festival?”; “Will our grandparents who 
died before getting the chance to hear the gospel 
be saved?”; “Are the frequent natural disasters a 
sign of the end-times, and if so, what should our 
response be as Christians?”; “Are science and the 
Bible compatible, and where do dinosaurs come 
in?”; “Why is there inequality of men and women 
in the Old Testament?”; “How does God choose 
whose prayer to answer?”.

The two pastors shared their views and thoughts 
from their wealth of knowledge. At this open and 
free discussion, some participants also chipped 
in with their opinions. It was time well spent for 
us as we gained a deeper insight into and an 
appreciation of our faith and Christian teaching.

To answer the questions: “How do Christians 
reconcile our faith with Chinese traditions 
such as tomb-sweeping during the Qingming 
festival?”, and “Will our grandparents who died 
before getting the chance to hear the gospel 
be saved?”, Pastor Gabriel shared that the 
Bible does teach filial piety; however, there are 
certain cultural practices we need not adopt. For 
example, we need not offer the deceased their 
favourite food. But we can express our respect 
by offering flowers and by keeping the tombs or 
niches clean. He also added that while we do not 
adopt certain practices, we should also not adopt 

a confrontational approach to our relatives who 
are non-believers. 

Pastor Norman noted that we should distinguish 
between respecting our ancestors and worshipping 
them. He also quoted the following verses:
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and 
believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will 
not be judged but has crossed over from death to 
life. Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and 
has now come when the dead will hear the voice 
of the Son of God and those who hear will live.” 
(John 5:24-25)

“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming 
when all who are in their graves will hear His 
voice.” (John 5:28)

Pastor Norman added that we do not know what 
happens after we die, but he believes that this 
scripture passage offers the possibility that those 
who have died may hear Jesus’ voice and they can 
respond accordingly. So we can entrust our loved 
ones to a God who is fair and most merciful.

In conclusion, Pastors Norman and Gabriel noted 
that:

“God is doing a wonderful thing in our church. 
Worship is God-Centered, souls are being saved 
and membership is growing. We are socially 
conscious, forward-thinking, forward-looking and 
embracing all people with God’s inclusive love. 
We believe that as a faith community, we need to 
share our hearts and thoughts with one another 
honestly, freely and with sensitivity, sensibility 
and respect. In this way, we gain mutual 
understanding, better relationships and a deeper 
appreciation of our spiritual values together.” 

Want to find out more? Look out for the next “Ask 
Anything” Seminar. 

Ms Ellen Tan
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– KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCHTESTIMONY

Testimony of Cheryl Guan

It is difficult to state with precision the point in 
time when I believed, but thinking back now, I 
must have been a work-in-progress for a very long 
time. God leads us into His fold in little steps.  

As far as I can recall, I have resisted Christianity 
because to me, the theology of it is not in accord 
with my rationality – What do you mean when you 
say God created heaven and earth and man as 
well? Did we not originate from apes? How do you 
know there is a heaven? Have you got proof? 

Today, I still do not have all the answers and 
doubt that I ever will have this perfect knowledge. 
But somehow, something has changed - I have 
experienced God. I remember the day I stepped 
into church and could not control my tears as the 
hymns were sung. I left church that day feeling 
lighter than I had been in a long, long time. 
And I remember opening the bible and feeling 
something in me “click” as I read about the 
redemption of man not by deed but by grace. 

Today, that is the hallmark of the Christian faith 
for me: That by grace I was redeemed, and by 
grace I was born with the gifts that I have, and by 
grace I will be able to act upon what the Lord has 
in mind for me, and by His grace I will be able to 
in turn bear grace unto others. I have prayed for 
strength and direction on many occasions and the 
Lord has never failed to carry me. It was never in 
the manner that I imagined He would answer; it 
was better. I realised why I had been so resistant 
to Christianity in the past and that was because 
had I asked and my prayers were answered, I 
would then have to take a leap of faith into the 
unknown. It was safer to be a sceptic and stay on 
familiar ground.

After examining my life from all angles, it seems 
to me that Christianity is not a lifestyle choice – 
it is a necessity. Man and man living in a linear 
relationship will always be one that is mired in 
conflict, for it is a constant tug-of-war between 
conflicting interests. However, I have come to 
realise that should we all exist in a tripartite 
relationship that has God at the apex of the 
triangle and man at the bottom two corners, 
suddenly things are balanced. And the closer we 
all move to the Lord, the closer we are with each 
other.               

I have asked myself on many occasions what the 
meaning of life is – am I here to take whatever 
the world will allow me to and that when I die, 
all that I have had or experienced would mean 
nothing? 

As usual, I do not have the answer. However, I 
do not believe that to be the case. There must 
be a reason why people are endowed with the 
gifts that they have and put in the situations that 
they are in. The Lord must have the function of 
a person in mind when he or she was conceived 
and the purpose of this person on earth must be 
to fulfill the function intended for him or her. I 
only hope that at the end of the day, when my 
job on earth is done, I will have eternal rest in 
my Father’s house. And while I am there, I will 
be in the company of all my loved ones including 
Momo, my dog. And then I will know that what 
I have on earth is not illusory. And that is the 
promise of the Lord.   
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