





KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH - FEATURED SERMON

1 Fruitlessness is condemned

The first is a warning about not
bearing fruit. In the story, Jesus looks
for fruit but all He could find is leaves!
The nation of Israel, symbolised by the
fig tree, had professed to be faithful
to God. It was an intensely religious
nation. Yet, it was so only nominally
and thus failed to bear fruit. The
withering of the fig tree foreshadowed
the withering (or destruction) of Israel
when Titus and his Roman warriors
trampled on and destroyed Jerusalem
in AD 70, ending Israel as a political
entity.

The application is obvious: God still
expects His people to bear fruit. What
is fruit? Bruce Wilkinson in his book,
Secrets of the Vine explains:

Fruit [is] God’s picture of eternal
results stemming from your life.” He
adds, ‘fruit is the yield of your life.
Fruit is leading others to the Lord--
and it’s much more! Fruit is teaching
and encouraging other believers. Fruit
is helping or giving. Fruit is genuine
worship... [it is] the beautiful outward
expression of the inward work of the
Spirit in your character to make you
more like Christ.

Fruitis therefore the result of a process.
Though Wilkinson does not mention
this, fruit cannot be manufactured. We
can do everything to make it happen--
-such as planting, watering, weeding---
but the fruit is the effective product of
a proven process.

Lest we think of fruit only in terms of
results or outcomes---things we do-
--we must recall that the Bible also
speaks of the fruit of the Spirit which
is of course love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.

As God’s people are we living a life that
is fruitful? If we are not, we will shrivel
and die. There is a serious warning in
Matthew 3:10 which we need to take
heed of: The axe is already at the root
of the trees, and every tree that does
not produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the fire.

2 Profession without performance
is condemned

The cursing of the fig tree holds
another important object lesson. It
is a symbol that profession without
performance is doomed. The fig tree
with its leaves professed to offer
fruit, but it did not. Profession wasn’t
matched by performance.

The entire New Testament is insistent
that a person can only be known by
the fruits of his or her life. The saying
comes to mind: By their fruit you will
recognise them (Matthew 7:16). Jesus
goes on to lay down this principle, Not
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
only he who does the will of My Father
who is in heaven (Matthew 7:21).

When asked for his view about
Christianity, Mahatma Gandhi, the
great Indian leader, was quoted as
saying:

| like your Christ, | do not like your
Christians. Your Christians are so
unlike your Christ.... If Christians
would really live according to the
teachings of Christ, as found in the
Bible, all of India would be Christian
today.

It is a known fact that Gandhi was
driven away from Christianity by the
fact that the performance of Christians
fell short of their profession.

Today we continue to hear of such
complaints against Christians.
Recently, the Barna group in the US
surveyed some 440 non-Christians.
The poll found that 38% of those
interviewed had a “bad impression” of

present-day Christianity. Many of them
perceived Christians as “hypocritical.”
If a similar poll is conducted in
Singapore, | wonder what the findings
would be.

It is true that as Christians we are not
redeemed by how we perform. But it
is important that we match what we
profess with appropriate performance.

Many  highly  qualified people
compartmentalise their lives into
two spheres, namely a ‘professional’
sphere within which they operate with
competence and skill, and a ‘private’
sphere. Thus, it is possible for a doctor,
lawyer or banker to be professionally
sought after; and yet observe a private
life in which anything goes, morally
speaking. Recently, Dominique Strauss
Kahn, the chief of IMF was arrested for
attempted rape. Time magazine has
this to say about the man:

He has always had a double reputation.
For some time now, he has been
recognised for his genuine economic
capabilities and his careless behaviour,
his sparkling intelligence coupled with
an apparent dilettantism, a mind as
brilliantly clear as his relationship
toward women is troublesome.

What the Scripture teaches is as
Christians we cannot separate
our profession of faith from our
performance as people of faith.

Summary

Let me close by summarising our main
thoughts. The story of the cursing of
the fig tree is a story presenting two
powerful object lessons. The first is a
warning against fruitlessness with its
severe consequences. | hope the Lord
will not be disappointed when He looks
for fruit in our lives. The second lesson
is whether God will find both fruit of
practical Christian ministry as well
as fruit of Christ-likeness in us. The
destruction of the fig tree which grew
leaves but not fruit warns against giving
no more than lip service to Christ. Let
us constantly examine ourselves to
ensure that our profession is matched
by appropriate performance!



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH

Family Missions Exposure Trip to Batam ..o

The KKMC  Children’s
Ministry has been sending
our Primary 6 children on
annual mission trips to
Thailand since 2003. Last
year, it decided to send
the Primary 5 children on
a short weekend exposure
trip to Batam, where our
missionary, Wajiyah works.

The trip in 2010
demonstrated the benefits
of exposure to mission
work for our children. It also
revealed the potential for
whole families to be involved
in missions.

This year’s trip was thus
organised not just for the
Primary 5 kids but also
for their whole families,
including  siblings  and
parents. As part of the trip, a
day was set aside for family
activities to build ties within
and between the families on
the trip.

On the mission trip itself,
the 32-member team visited
three places where Wajiyah
and her husband Daniel have
ongoing ministry work.

On Saturday, 28 May, we
went to Apolos School

in the south of Batam.
Opened by Christians with
a vision to transform lives
in this relatively poorer
part of Batam, the school
has 240 students from the
surrounding area. Our team
conducted a learning carnival
for the students that included
the teaching of science,
English, mathematics and
also a presentation of the
gospel.

On Sunday, the team visited
two churches, Geraja Kristen
Maranatha Indonesia and
Gereja Sidang-Sidang Jemaat
Allah  where we helped

conduct special programmes
for the children.

The feedback we received
from the school and the
churches was positive and
we were glad to be able to
be a blessing.

The team then stayed on
for an additional day at
the Holiday Inn, where a
few of the fathers on the
trip organised games and
activities aimed at promoting
family ties. This was a
great time when we got to
know each other better as
families.

Why does the Children’s Ministry bring young people on mission trips?

We tend to think of children as weak and needy, and our
instincts are to protect them and keep them sheltered and
safe. However there is an interesting passage in Psalm 127:3-
5 that describes children as arrows.

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the
fruit of the womb a reward. * Like arrows in the hand
of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. > Blessed is
the man who fills his quiver with them! They shall not
be put to shame when they speak with their enemies in
the gate.

In this passage, children are presented as weapons in
our hands, poised for war, ready to inflict damage on the
adversary. The warrior does not make protecting the arrows

in his quiver his primary objective. If he did, he would be
hurt and his arrows scattered. Instead, the warrior needs to
stop protecting the arrows in his quiver and, instead, pull
them out and point them at the enemy. This paints a picture
of children involved in ministry together with their parents.
Unfortunately, we have often insulated our children as far as
ministry is concerned. It is high time the Church tapped into
this resource for ministry. Then “they shall not be ashamed,
when they speak with their enemies in the gate” (Ps. 127:5).

It is with this perspective that we want to provide avenues,
training and opportunities for our children and their families
to be involved in ministry. The weekend trip to Batam is a
step in that direction.

Lyndon Gan with the Children’s Batam Mission Exposure Trip
team leaders

The Primary 5 children’s impressions of their

How have you benefitted
from the trip?

Dylan: | met Christians in
Batam and | was blessed
by their sharing.

Fun-loving Jonathan
How was the ferry ride?

Jonathan: Too slow. It
should not be called
“BatamFast”. It should be
called “BatamSlow”.

Jared (left)
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Dylan manning his station
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Kah Yong outside Apolos School

What do you like about the
trip?

Kah Yong: The sofa chair in
the hotel room was nice and
the bed was comfortable.

What did you enjoy most
about the trip?
Jared: The Holiday Inn
was very good.
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Any comment about the learning carnival and children’s programme?
Rei: The Indonesian children were very responsive.

How have you benefitted from the trip?
Rachael: Singaporeans, including me, should treasure what we have.

Any comment about the learning carnival and the children’s programmes?
Richelle: Although the church and the school were quite dirty, to be honest, |
had fun with the children.

“A Good Experience” by Simone Chuah (Primary 2)
| went on the Mission Exposure Trip to Batam with my parents and my sister,
Rachael who’s in Primary 5. It was a good experience.

The kids there were really poor, but still they were very happy. | have decided
to donate some clothes to them.

| am happy that | made some friends in Batam. Some of the kids at the church
were really kind and polite. They seemed very happy just having us there.

| was happy to be able to share and teach the children in Batam about God. The
children there live a simple life.

| feel that all Singaporeans should be grateful for what we have. There are poor
people in the world who don’t even have basic things.

I rea»IIy thank GOD for what we have.
1 ™~
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(L-R) on BatamFast

The Chuah family in charge of the Gospel station --

Simone was wearing a costume made from various
colours to illustrate the Gospel message.

Simone helping to distribute
gifts at Apolos School
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e S the trederick Chuah leads his Fami@ at
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Amos Kok e .
Newton's Law Sration

| Ban Law and James Wong Roger Ong leading the Creation Action Game
lead their families at the i t
Arithmetic War Station ‘L ]

Now you know where the
boys get thetr exploring
instinct from |

= : § Dads planned and Daniel (Wajyah's husloand) and Amos
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KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH - LIFEGROUPS’ RETREAT

LifeGroups’ Retreat s.11 june 2011

The KKMC LifeGroups’ Retreat was held from 8-11 June at
Katerina Hotel, Batu Pahat. The aims of the retreat were
to strengthen our LifeGroups experience and also allow
members not in LifeGroups to taste the benefits of growing in
a LifeGroup. In between Pastor Benny Ho teaching from the
book of Joel, there was time for group prayer, kickboxing,
dancing, board games, golf and shopping. The children
were not forgotten as Elissa and Yong Liang led interesting
sessions for them. Many came out from the retreat refreshed
in the Lord and also got to know each other better.

Pastor Benny Ho, Retreat Speaker

“Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love...” Joel 2:13

Too often in the hectic life that | face as a student today it is so easy to slip into
a religious facade by going to church and speaking of seemingly spiritual things.
However, Joel reminds us, that the sin of Israel was forgetting God and letting Him
take a back-seat in our lives. Appearing spiritual isn’t what God wants. Tearing our
hearts apart, being honest with God and allowing Him to heal us is how we are called
to return to God.

The retreat was a powerful experience of renewal, refreshing, and transformation as
the LORD spoke to me through the speaker, the Holy Scriptures, and His Spirit. |
was challenged to return to Him, to acknowledge Him in every area of my life, to be
filled with the fullness of God’s presence by living, speaking and acting as if He was
walking and talking with me each moment. And He is. | guess it is at these retreats
that we truly see the light of God shining into our dark lives and world. | certainly felt
a call and conviction to return to worship and confession for having at so many times
allowed God to become less than He should be in my life and in this world. Praise
God, who has, | am convinced, worked through this first LifeGroups’ retreat for the
good of all who went on the retreat, and of all who share in the joys of those who have
returned from the retreat, and most of all for His glory revealed through our lives, as
we are continually reminded and urged to seek Him first, and to place Him above all.

Mitchell Tan

Praise in song and movement

During the altar call, | saw many
people going forward for prayer.
| held back because | wanted my
husband to take the lead. When he
stepped forward, | did not hesitate
to join him. Then as the 2 pastors
(Norman and Benny) prayed over us,
| felt a burning sensation at the back
of my neck. We were touched by the
Holy Spirit. For the first time | heard
someone speaking in tongues. | will
always remember this experience as |
felt God so close to me. Pastor Benny
said it is about God’s love for us and
not our love for God.

Jennifer Chan
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Vernon using kickboxing as a Bible object
lesson for the children

Elissa leading the Children’s Programme -
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The 2011 KKMC LifeGroups’ retreat was one of the best church camp | have
attended to date. Through the insightful theme talks conducted by Pastor Benny
Ho, and the many Spirit-led activities conducted by Pastor Norman Wong such as
morning devotions, as well as prayer and praise through song and dance, all of us
who attended the retreat found our thirst for the Holy Spirit satisfied. The most
impactful experience for me was to be part of God’s call for His people in KKMC
to come forward to experience the power of the Holy Spirit and to know and rely ' 1y
on the love God has for us. e 1"
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Holy Cbmmunion

Victor Lai
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Pastor Norman introducing the aims of the retreat Ellen with parents Phyllis and Arthur

I’m glad that | went for this year’s Lifegroup Retreat as there
were ample opportunities for me to draw closer to God.

Every morning, we were awakened at 5.40am by the Muslim
call to prayer from the nearby mosque. As | was already awake,
| would start my morning prayer. At 5.55am, there would be
another call to end the prayer. | remember that Pastor Norman
once mentioned in his sermon something about giving God
back 2 marbles out of the 144 marbles (minutes) in a day.

As | have difficulty falling asleep and staying asleep at
bedtime, | appreciated the night prayer with Pastor Norman,
as it helped me to settle down after a whole day of activities.

I would like to end with a note of thanks to the organisers for
their hard work in planning and seeing through this retreat.

Ellen Tan

— S

The retreat made be feel more
confident to be a Christian and |
was touched by the Holy Spirit.

Vernon Wee

Kickboxing with Vernon Wee
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KKFSC: Project Transtormation ... o
j == s 4 4,

The Kampong Kapor Family Service
Centre (KKFSC) recently embarked on a
project to improve the living environment
of a family in our neighbourhood.

Mike, an 8 year old boy, and his 7 year
old sister, Sarah, (real names have been
changed) live with their mother and their
maternal grandmother in a 1-room flat.

Mike suffers from Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy, which is an inherited disorder
that involves muscle degeneration,
difficulty in walking and breathing. As
the illness progresses, the sufferer loses
his mobility and will be confined to a
wheelchair.

Mike and Sarah’s grandmother works as
a rag-and-bone lady in order to support
the family. Over the vyears, she had
accumulated many items in their 1 room
flat. As a result, their house was cluttered
with many rag-and-bone items in addition
to their personal belongings. There was
no space for beds and the house was
poorly ventilated. The living environment
was not ideal for a person with Mike's
illness.

Project Transformation was thus initiated
with the following objectives.

a. Clear the house so that there would be
a passageway for wheelchair movement
b. Create a cleaner environment to help

Before: Sleeping Area

Before: Overview of the Living Room

Mike breathe with less difficulty.

The 5-day project was executed in June
2011 with the help of KKMC, external
volunteers, NUS Social Work interns and
staff of KKFSC. The main tasks included:
clearing and moving of unnecessary
items, painting of walls, cleaning and
sterilising of the house and organising
new furniture.

At the start, volunteers and staff faced
some resistance as it was difficult for
the family to part with the
items they had collected.
~ They viewed the collected
_items as a source of
income and accepted that
a cluttered house was
part-and-parcel of their

lives. The volunteers and staff had to
convince Mike and Sarah’s mother and
grandmother to focus on creating a better
living environment for the children.

During the project, the children were
very enthusiastic with the anticipated
home-improvements. They helped with
the painting of the house. In fact, they
even chose the colours to be painted on
the walls.

Everyone in the family was very happy
and excited when the new furniture
sponsored by a member in KKMC arrived
on the fifth day of the project.

Though we were all exhausted from a
week of hard work, the smiles on the
family’s faces made our tiredness melt
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After: Overview of the Living Room
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I:"emls 0' T“rkev Poh Zhi Hui

Mr Necmettin Eskici, Director
of the Turkish Cultural Centre
(TCC), extended an invitation
to our Pastor-In-Charge, Rev
Dr Kang Ho Soon, and KKMC
to a special evening called
“Friends of Turkey”. This event
was organised as part of TCC’s
continuing efforts in building
friendships with other cultural
and religious communities,
and also marked the warm ties
between TCC and KKMC. The
event was held on 14 May 2011
at the Turkish Cultural Centre.

Leaders and members of KKMC who attended the event were
treated to the warm hospitality of members of the Turkish
community in Singapore, a sumptuous spread of home-

cooked Turkish cuisine and an evening of warm interaction
between Turks and Singaporeans.

Mr Eskici gave a short presentation of the work that TCC does
in Singapore to promote inter-cultural and inter-religious
relations, and ended off with a music video that depicted the
harmonious relationship between the 3 major religions found
in Turkey which all have their roots as Abrahamic faiths. The
music video showed congregations of Judaism, Islam and
Christianity coming together in celebration. Perhaps summing
up the whole song and the evening was a repeated line in
the song’s lyrics, “God is where collaboration is. God is where
love is.”

In essence, we cannot deny that “God is love”. The evening
showed and underscored that friendship and mutual respect
can exist between people despite their differences. We
become Christ’s ambassadors, as we build friendships and
extend His love to those outside the Church.

Building the Bridge of Understanding ..., c...

Lao Tzu famously said, “[wlhen I let go
of myself, | become what | might be’.
People and Labels - it is difficult to cast
one without attracting the other. But
Taoists seek to cast aside any labels or
expectations to follow the way of the
Tao, or the way of the Path, and find
alignment with the rhythm of Nature and
be in harmony with the laws that guide
the Universe. The fundamental principle
is that when things are as they should
be, there would be fulfilment for all.

“The Tao of Harmony” (Understanding
Taoism) was shared by Master Wei Yi

of the San Qing Gong Taoist Temple on
15 May 2011 at The Unfailing Light. It
was both an honour and a pleasure to
welcome Master Wei Yi to our church.
At 27 years of age, Master Wei Yi
represents a youthful face of Taoism,
and has been instrumental in promoting
an understanding of the religion to
other faith communities. Indeed, the
talk at The Unfailing Light is but one of
the many talks that Master Wei Yi has
been giving to promote inter-religious
understanding and tolerance.

The practice of Taoism comprises two
seemingly separate components - the
“external” act of ceremonial worship
and rituals, and the ‘“internal” act of
contemplation and reflection on the

philosophies expounded by the religion.
Master Wei Yi has, however, clarified
that while these two acts may seem
separate, they serve the same function
essentially - the dominant purpose in
ceremonial worship and rituals is to
remind the devotees of the virtues of
the various deities so that they may each
reflect upon these virtues and emulate
the same in their daily lives.

The concept of deities may also be one
that is challenging to believers of other
faiths.  Master Wei Yi explained that
there are two forms of deities. There
are deities that are representative of the
forces of nature (such as the mountains,
sea and trees) and deities who were
exceptional human beings who have

12

followed the way of the Tao and gained
enlightenment.

As Master Wei Yi explained more about
Taoism, the parallel with Christianity
become apparent. Did Jesus not say, ‘I
am the way, the truth and the life”? The
path to tranquillity and peace may differ
from religion to religion but one thing
remains constant - all religions place as
much importance on the act of external
worship as they do the internal act of
contemplation. Knowing that we are
different but yet similar in some areas
brings a sense of camaraderie amongst
all humankind. In this regard, we have
to thank stalwarts like Master Wei Yi
who have given their life to fostering
inter-religious understanding.
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Pastoral Team visit to the Ba'alwie Mosnue o 20 llllv 2011

On 20 July 2011, KKMC'’s pastoral team
visited Ba’alwie Mosque at Lewis Road.
This visit was part of our efforts to
understand Islam better and to build
better interfaith relationships. Church
members, Ms See Guat Kwee and Ms
Ann Lim, also joined in the visit. Ann Lim
reflects on the visit for KK Focus.

The Ba’alwie Mosque in Lewis Road,
Singapore is a Sufi mosque established in
1952 by a Yemeni who had settled here
with his family. It has since been handed
over to the care of a Singapore-born
Yemeni Imam Habib Hassan Al-Attas. He
is a 37th generation descendant of the
Prophet Muhammad.

Sufism is believed to have originated
from early Islamic asceticism with its
core beliefs being that the knowledge of
God is derived from the Quran as well as
direct personal experience of God and
is seen as a unifying force. An emphasis
is placed on peace - first with self and
God, and also with the community and
the environment. They are distinguished
by their devotion to a simple life which
is firmly anchored in the teachings of
the Quran. True Sufis are not sectarians
and are expected to mix with everyone.
There are several mosques in Singapore
which hosts small Sufi meetings open

to all Muslims. In the last few years,
interest in Sufism has grown greatly
although the numbers are small when
compared to the substantial numbers of
Sufis in India, Indonesia and Africa.

Sufism is characterised by simple and
reflective devotional styles with an
emphasis on purity. Talks and prayers
on character and morality are held
on Thursday evenings at the Ba’alwie
Mosque.

With a wide array of historical artefacts,
holy relics and archived documents, the
mosque is also a mini museum of sorts.
Although the collection is tiny, it is also
universal. The collection ranges from Sufi
Islam prayer books, Sufi prayer books
carved into jade weighing a whooping
15kg, Buddhist prayer books written in
Chinese, a Victorian family bible dating

back to over a hundred years ago to
banana notes and ration cards left from
the Japanese Occupation in Singapore,
and even old bus tickets. This truly
reflects the Sufi's belief in peaceful
living in harmony with their community
and the environment they live in, mixing
with everyone and exercising a high
level of mutual tolerance.

This trip to the Ba’alwie Mosque has
increased my knowledge of the Islamic
faith and reinforced the importance of
racial harmony which we are so blessed
to have in Singapore. It is a timely
reminder to practice mutual respect
towards different races and religions in
our community. It was truly an enjoyable
experience which has opened my eyes
and helped me to clarify some of my
previous misunderstandings about the
Islamic faith.

Thus said the Lord, “But seek the welfare of the city
where | have sent you ...., and pray to the LORD
on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare.”(Jeremiah 29:7)

Pastor Gabriel Liew participated at “Inter-Racial Inter-
Religious Harmony Nite 2011” at the Resorts World
Sentosa on 9 July 2011. The event was organised by
the Thye Hua Kwan Moral Society and supported by
the MCYS and Inter-Racial and Religious Confidence
Circle (IRCC). The Guests-of-Honour were President
S R Nathan and Mrs Nathan. There were 2500
people present to celebrate the beauty of diversity
in Singapore. Pastor Gabriel told the audience, “We
are all created by God to live together in love and
harmony with one another.” He then quoted the words
of Jesus in John 3:16 and prayed for our nation. The
programme was inspiring and enjoyable. Incidentally,
the Master of Ceremony for the evening was Ms Renee
Yap, a member of KKMC.
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Rev Dr Kang's lemmﬂ visit
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“Rev Dr Kang Ho Soon (Left) and Mr V. Devaraja (Chairman
of the Temple, centre with headgear) together with
President SR Nathan at the Consecration Ceremony of the
Sri Muneeswaran Temple in Commonwealth Drive.”
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Four times in a year, KKMC provides a special meal for the
children at the India Gospel League’s (IGL) Sharon Home
in Salem, India. These meals take place during KKMC’s
anniversary, KKMC Tamil Ministry’s anniversary, Easter and
Christmas.

Easter lunch included chicken biriyani, which delighted
the children. The children remembered KKMC and offered
special prayers for the church. They thanked the Lord for
the provision through KKMC.

One of the residents at Sharon Home is a girl named Gayathri
from the Salem district in Southern India. Gayathri joined the
Sharon Home in 2008. She was in first grade at that time.
She was brought to the home having lost both her parents
at a very tender age. Her father had died from tuberculosis,
and her mother, from jaundice. Both Gayathri and her
brother were left all alone. They were totally neglected and
their aunt admitted them into the Sharon home.

Although her circumstances were difficult, she was never
discouraged. She began attending school and developed
a keen interest in her studies. She has learnt about Jesus
through songs and Bible stories from Sunday school. She
learnt to pray with the help of the teachers in the home.

She is now happy and loves to be with her friends in the
Sharon campus. Gayathri thanks God for providing her
an opportunity to study in Sharon Campus. More than
anything, she is grateful that God is with her and she has
come to know Jesus as her personal Saviour.

Children like Gayathri are raised up in the love of Jesus as
they learn about His saving grace. Do continually pray for
her studies and for her spiritual growth.

We are grateful to the pastors and congregation members
at KKMC for your generous support, prayer and gift of love
for these children. Please continually pray for all children in
IGL’s homes. Also please be assured that the children will
remember to pray unceasingly for you and the ministry at
KKMC. We want to take this opportunity to invite you to visit
us as God leads.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Stanley,
Director, Child Care

Praise

- Praise God for the opportunity to partner with KKMC in
order to mould young lives. We praise Him for His provision
through KKMC.

- Praise God for the opportunity to share about His love
to children like Gayathri. We praise Him for Gayathri’s
commitment to Jesus.

Prayer

- Pray for all IGL's homes to effectively provide holistic care
to the children.

- Pray for IGL’s staff, pastors and house parents to minister
for the glory of God and for the extension of His kingdom.

- Pray for the spiritual growth of the children that they may
grow firm in faith.
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11-14 June 2011

The planning for the family
camp began a year ago.
The organising committee
confirmed the dates and
venue, but it did not fix
the camp fees. They had
full faith in God that our
fellow brothers and sisters
would contribute and the
pooled resources will be
sufficient to cover the cost.
God is great! A total of 86
members signed up and we
set off in high spirits on the
morning of 11 June.

At the Tuas Second Link, we
were held up for three hours
while waiting to clear the
immigration  checkpoints.
We had to cope with the
long wait, discomfort,

hunger and the danger of
buses zipping past near
us while queuing outside
the immigration office. Yet
we took it all in our stride,
always on the look out for
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Releasing the balloons of our pent up'frustrations
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each other, especially the
elderly folks and the little
ones. Such camaraderie
was most evident from
the warm reception we
received at Hotel Katerina
from members of our
advance party. They had
thoughtfully handled the
check-in arrangements,
light refreshments, and
warmed our hearts with
caring words and greetings.
The nine-hour long journey
was truly a test of our
‘inner vow’—we had to
choose not to be perturbed
by its arduousness, and
eventually pulled through
to such a memorable start!

After our dinner,
brother Peter, the camp
commandant, introduced
Rev Yeung Hin Fai and
Preacher Loo Hong Mui
Anna, our speakers who
would lead us during this 4

day camp. The camp theme
was ‘Knowing God, Knowing
Love’, with topics revolving
around ‘family’.

Preacher Loo began with her
talk on ‘Family May Hurt’.
She prompted us to reflect
on our life experiences,
especially our growing up
years. Our relationship with
our parents and other family
members have a tremendous
impact on our lives. She
likened the ‘inner vow’ to
the child in us, who may
have been abused, doted
upon, neglected, prejudiced
against, sacrificed or even
exploited at one point
or another in life. She
emphasised that one shall
not be bound by these
negative ‘inner vows’ and
be driven towards apathy,
self-reproach and  sinful
ways. We reap what we sow
(Galatians 6:7-9), and should
learn to let go of harboured
anger, hurts and hatred,
and to forgive completely.
We all ended the evening
feeling exhausted, but the
insightful talk left us eager
for more the next day.

The next morning, we
had our Sunday worship
in the hotel convention
hall. The venue may have
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been different from the
good old familiar KKMC
sanctuary, but our hearts
were aflame, and we sang
and worshipped with great
fervour and gusto.

Rev Yeung proceeded to
give a sermon on ‘How we
perceive God’, followed by
each of us nailing our inner
burden on the Cross. The
act of nailing symbolised
our willingness to entrust
God to allay our fears, seek
closure to our past, pledge
new vows and renew our
ties with others.

The camp was not all work
and no play. We had free
time to unwind through
retail therapy, while the
health  conscious ones
went for a dip in the hotel

swimming pool. Selfless
love was demonstrated
when a few Dbrothers

tirelessly chauffeured us
between the hotel and the
shopping mall. Also, we
were grateful that there was
a wide array of food offered
at every meal. We bonded
through food and amicable
conversations.

The highlight of this camp,
incidentally, was the fifth
commandment - ‘Honour

Dough kneaded to represent aspirations for our families
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Your Parents’. Rev Yeung
creatively gave each of
us four juices - bitter,
sour, spicy and sweet, to
recollect our relationship
with our parents. Each
juice  represented  the
conflicts with our parents,
the sacrifices they made,
the anger towards our
parents, and the fond
memories  shared  with
them.  Subsequently, we
were encouraged to write
a letter to our parents. It
was a touching moment
when some brothers and
sisters came forward to
read their letters, expressing
their remorsefulness, guilt,
forgiveness and appreciation.
This not only helped us
break our bondage, but also
made us more resolute to
strengthen our relationship
with our parents.

On the third evening,
after the talk on ‘Love Our
Families’, we were told to
vent all our pent up feelings
of anguish and frustrations
- by blowing them into
balloons! How exhilarating
it was to release our
balloons together! We felt
extremely liberated and
relieved at the sight of the
deflated balloons. We then
moulded dough to depict
our current family models,
and our ideal ones. The
final products showed that
we envisaged our families
to be united in God’s love.

The last day  was
meaningful. After we had
Holy  Communion, we
made a vow to God in the
presence of our family
members. The vows made
varied from family to family,
depending on their needs.
This unusual form of Holy
Communion was etched
indelibly in our hearts.

We pray that the teachings
we received will continue to
be applicable in our lives.

Just like what preacher
Loo shared “Man is like
a fleeting boat, finding

security only in the warmth
of his home.”

Praise the Lord, for making
all this possible!

Alex Tan

A new life in Christ is like
a piece of work still under
construction. When 1 first
came to Christ as a sinner,
my old self remained very
much intact. | only came to
realise this as | gradually
came to know Him in my
walk as a Christian. This
Family Camp was very
special and brought many
blessings from God. It was
another step in the healing,
recovery and renewal of my
life.

When Preacher Anna Loo
shared the message on
“Respect For Our Parents”,
it was already the third time
that | had heard it. Yet |

could not help but come
before God in tears to seek
His forgiveness again. God
had miraculously mended
my broken relationship with
my parents and rescued
us from the many years
of tension and a distant
relationship. However, |
felt the need to confess my
feelings and how much |
owed God and my parents.
Those tears represented
my gratitude toward God
and my pleas for His
forgiveness. God answered
by bringing about healing
and restoration so that my
tears seemed to gradually
dissolve the scars from
hurts and sins. At the
same time, God filled me
with His power of renewal
and resurrection replacing
my old self.

| am grateful that God
has always loved us in His
unique way. His love is
bountiful and deep beyond
our imagination. He
provides for our needs and
teaches us the truth, which
sets us free. Today, | enjoy
a good relationship with my

Nailing our inner burdens and unforgiveness to the cross
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parents. My father, because
of the changes in me, saw
the power of Christ, which
is beyond what men can
do. My father accepted
Christ and was baptised.
Hallelujah! Nothing can
be more miraculous and
beautiful than what Christ
has done for us. If we
are willing to turn to Him,
He will bless us and keep
us. My relationship with
God and my parents, the
relationship between my
parents and God, has been
renewed to what God had
planned for us. | am sure
this is the beautiful plan
that God had for us.

Ms Hu Yan Ni
by Peter Chan)

(Translated

“Love so amazing, so
divine, demands my soul,
my life, my all.”

The camp committee went
to extraordinary lengths
to care for each and every
member. A gift bookmark
given to each camper had
individual Chinese names
printed on it. | felt a deep
sense of appreciation on
seeing my Chinese name
printed on the bookmark.
The committee also went
the extra mile in the
notation of hotel room
numbers for all campers,
hand printed at each of our
camp programme booklet,
ensuring that contacts were
readily available at all time.
This extra effort touched
the hearts of the elderly.

The care the camp
organising committee
showed cascaded down to
touch the hearts of the team
leaders and every member.
Love has permeated down
the level of preparation and
inspiration at ground level.

Papa Ng Fook Kah
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Marissa Chang’s Testimony

Shared on Youth Sunday, 10 July 2011 at the 9.30am Worship Service

Hello everyone, let me introduce
myself. | am Marissa, | am 16 and | will
be taking my ‘O’ levels at the end of
this year. | am from the youth LifeGroup
named SCUMS or also known as Serving
Christ Under Many Situations. Okay,
enough of the introduction let’s start
with my testimony!

Since birth, | have had a history of
asthma and eczema. In April, | started
taking traditional Chinese medicine
hoping to find a cure for my skin
condition. During my first few weeks
of treatment, | faithfully drank the
bitter brew. There were signs showing
that my skin condition was improving.
However, in May, | started developing
a fever. My parents thought that it was
nothing serious as | always experienced
many episodes of fever that lasted no
more than 7 days.

But, this episode of fever was different.
It was consistently high and it lasted
more than 7 days. Into the 10th day
of my fever, | started developing red
spots on my hands & legs. Even a
slight laughter would cause sharp
pain to my abdomen. My parents were
worried. After seeking advice from my
family doctor, they admitted me into
KK hospital. | remembered crying all
the way from the family doctor’s clinic
to the hospital as it was my first time
in my life being admitted to hospital
and | did not know what to expect. |

Some of the youth leaders and youths

was afraid, as | had heard many scary
things about the hospital from my dad.
As soon as | was warded, the senior
consultants came to examine me and
after much deliberation they called
for the liver specialist as my liver was
enlarged. My case was unique. | was
down with DRESS syndrome (Drug
Reaction with Eosinophilia and Systemic
Symptoms). In other words, | had an
allergic reaction to Traditional Chinese
Medicine.

My hospital stay was an enriching
experience for me. Being the oldest
patient in the ward, | made friends with
the little kids around me. The 6 days
in the hospital changed my perspective
of life. Through the interactions with
the other patients of different family
backgrounds, | learnt to be more
appreciative and open to change.

Honestly, I did not know the seriousness
of my condition until | was discharged
from the hospital. That was when the
liver specialist told me that if | had not
been admitted in time, | would have
had to go through a liver transplant.

| really thank God for being gracious
by preserving and extending my life,
and by giving the doctors wisdom to
identify and treat my liver in the nick
of time. | would also like to thank my
loved ones, friends and members of the
church who kept me in their prayers. |
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Marissa Chang
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would like to end with this verse, which
brought great comfort to my family
during my stay in the hospital. We
discovered this verse on the back cover
of a prayer book given to me before |
was admitted into hospital.

Certainly God has heard me; He has
attended to the voice of my prayer.
Psalms 66:19

Coincidentally, | was admitted to ward
66, bed 19. God is Simply AMAZING!!!

Gerald, Luke and Joy leading worship
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Mission Trip to Bolivia Jun 10 to Jun 18

Church member, Jonathan Lian, has been living in Austin, Texas for the last 5 years.
In June this year, Jonathan joined 30 other North Americans on a mission trip to Sucre, Bolivia

Austin Chinese Church.

While in Austin, he attends the

organised by E3 Partners. He shares with KKFocus about his trip.

Where is Sucre, Bolivia?

Bolivia is a country in South America, with a population
of 10 million. The land area is 1,098,581sgkm, and it is
adjacent to Chile, Peru, Brazil.

Sucre is the constitutional capital of Bolivia and its
population is 225,000.

Why did you go on a mission trip?

| had never been on a mission trip before and I'd been
thinking about going on a mission trip for quite a while.
| believe that every Christian, if financially and physically
able, should go on a mission trip. God calls us to share
His love and peace to all nations and peoples. KKMC
was the result of people obeying God’s call to share His
word overseas 125 years ago. God’s word tells us to “Go
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded

you.

| felt that this trip would give me an opportunity to see
how large the kingdom of God is. | wanted to leave my
comfort zone to share God’s love and grace to the people
in Sucre, Bolivia. | believed that God would bless this small
step of faith and that it would help me to grow in my faith
and dependence on Him.

| have always been inspired by KKMC missionaries
who have stepped out of their comfort zones to go to
Europe, Taiwan, East Asia, Southeast Asia and Africa.
This trip would enable me to have a small taste of what
they experience out in the field and understand their
experiences better.

In the 5 years I've spent in Austin, | have been greatly
blessed spiritually, personally and in my career during my
time here. Austin Chinese Church (ACC) has strong and
established missions programmes with people of all ages
going on mission trips, so going on a missions trip is a
very natural part of the church culture here. | also felt that
going on a mission trip was the next step in growing in
my faith journey. Many things aligned to make this trip
possible and | felt that this was God’s timing.

Why Bolivia?

Austin Chinese Church has a partnership with E3 Partners
(www.e3partners.org) and has been sending people to
Bolivia for a number of years. They have a well-run and
well-planned programme where ACC partners with the
local churches to help reach out to new neighbourhoods
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and plant churches. | had heard many positive things
from people that had gone on previous trips. In addition,
three of my friends in my small group were going on the
trip so it was a good time to get to know them better and
be in ministry together.

Tell us a bit about the area your team was working in.
The North Americans were divided into 8 teams and each
team was assigned to work in a different part of the city.
We were to work with local churches that wanted to plant
new churches. My team was working in the outskirts of
the City of Sucre in the area of Villa Tunari, just next to
the Sucre Airport. The team was made up of 3 from ACC
(Paula, David, Jonathan), 2 translators (Gabriel, Banny) and
7 locals (Pastor Basilio, Pastor Filder, Cecilio, Sebastian,
Francisco, Oscar, Richard).

What was a typical day there like?
Each day, the team leaders would meet at 7.30am for a
briefing and review the past day. Breakfast was at 8am

I“‘* Il-

Jonathan (back row extreme left) wih the Villa Tunari Team
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followed by a briefing and devotions before heading out to
our various areas at 9.30am. Transportation by bus/taxi/
walking each way would take about 1 hour. During the
day, we would be sharing the Gospel either by going door
to door, at the local school or doing an Eyeglass clinic. In
the evenings, we would have small group meetings from
5.30pm to 6.30pm.

What did you learn from this mission trip?

It was great to see God’s hand at work in bringing people
to Himself in my short time there. | enjoyed meeting the
local Christians and hearing about how God had moved in
their lives. | enjoyed working with my friends from ACC and
getting to know them better and being in missions together.

| learnt that our testimonies are powerful. | was with
Paula and Oscar as we were walking through the village.
We were going door to door to share the Gospel. We saw
a teenager who was playing soccer. | honestly was not
expecting much when | shared with Freddy my testimony
of how God brought peace and joy to my life. Another
team member shared the Gospel message about Jesus and
how His death on the cross allows us to have eternal life
with God if we ask Him to be our Lord and Savior. He was
visibly moved by the message and asked Jesus to be His
Lord and Savior.

What were the highlights of the trip?

God provided a person of peace in Villa Tunari where my
team was helping to plant a new church. Senor Cecilio
Bautista is a leader in Villa Tunari and he became a
Christian when he heard the Gospel as a teenager through
the ministry of a British missionary. Senor Cecilio’s family
was one of the original 9 families in the area. When he
discovered that Pastor Basilio and Pastor Filder were
planting a new church in the area, he opened his doors for
the new church plant to meet. This was the home base for
my team during my week in Sucre, Bolivia. Senor Cecilio
had also donated a piece of land next to his home to build
a new church.

There were open doors, open hearts and open minds to
the gospel message. God opened doors to the local school
through Senor Cecilio Bautista. He had been instrumental
to the school being built. Senor Cecilio talked to the
principal and we were given the opportunity to go class to
class to share the gospel. For the 3 classrooms that | went
to, more than 75% of the kids wanted Jesus to be their
Lord and Savior upon hearing the gospel message. In all,
there were 200 students at the school that professed faith
in Christ on that day. That night, we had 80 children and
20 youth come to our evening meeting.

Francisco, Oscar, Richard were 3 brothers that showed up
faithfully each day to go out and share the gospel with us.
They sacrificed their time to come and work with us. What
is more amazing is that they are moving their families from
another area to Villa Tunari in order to help plant the new
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Jonathan preaching at a church celebration service
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My Team’s mission field = Villa Tunari

church. Please pray for them as they make the transition
and ask that God will grant them favor as they share the
gospel with the community at Villa Tunari.

| saw how big the Kingdom of God truly is. We are one in
the Lord. Even as we left, it was very profound knowing
that even if we do not meet again on earth, we will meet
again in heaven. In heaven, Christians from all nations will
be there.
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Seniors Ministry's Trip to Trenuannu and Kuantan

At 6.30am on 26 April, 22 persons eagerly departed from : *
Newton Food Centre car park for a 4-day holiday cum | ®&&* ww i ™

shopping trip to Trengannu and Kuantan. The journey
on board the 28-seater SVIP air-con coach took the whole
day before we arrived at Kuala Trengannu. After a restful
night at Primula Beach Hotel, we visited various places of
interest the next day. On the third day, we left for Kuantan
where we stayed at the M.S. Garden Hotel. We returned to
Singapore around 8.30pm on 29 April.

The group included 4 persons from other Methodist
Churches. Most of the participants cited fellowship as the
main reason for joining the trip and are already looking

forward to the next trip.

Tan Bie Guan
Chairman, KKMC Seniors Ministry

Centering Prayer:

On Sunday 10 July 2011, Suchen
Christine Lim and her friends
Agnes, Cecilia and Helen from the
Catholic Church, shared with us an
introduction to Centering Prayer.
For some of us, this was a new
topic, but all of us came wanting to
know more about sitting still and
praying in silence.

Agnes explained that during the
first sixteen centuries of Church
history, contemplative  prayer
was the acknowledged goal of
Christian spirituality for clergy and
laity alike. After the Reformation,
this was virtually lost. In the

twentieth century, with increasing

cross-cultural  dialogue,  there
was renewed interest in Christian
contemplative tradition. A search
was made by a group of Trappist
monks throughout the 1970s
and in 1975, Centering Prayer
was developed by Frs. William
Menninger and Basil Pennington.
Because of the positive response to
this method of prayer, Fr. Thomas
Keating developed an advanced
workshop to train teachers in the
method.

Centering Prayer is a method of
silent prayer that prepares us to
receive the gift of contemplative

@% @%Z‘m&z@cz‘zm

prayer, in which we experience
God’s presence within us. It is not
meant to replace other kinds of
prayer. In Centering Prayer, we are
like a newborn baby embraced in
our parent’s arms. We are like the
baby and Jesus, the parent. As we
enter into this personal relationship,
we move beyond conversation with
Christ to communion with Him.

Centering Prayer makes use of a
‘sacred word’ like “Jesus”, “Abba’,
“Yesu” or “Shalom”, just a short
one or two syllable word to help
us return to the center when we
are distracted. These distractions
could be sounds, smells and even
thoughts that are spiritual. We need
to let go of them and focus on God.
A still mind is not a blank mind
because God is working in us.

We were given the opportunity to
practice Centering Prayer during
a ten-minute exercise. The room
was darkened a little and we sat
comfortably with our eyes closed
and relaxed. We had each chosen
earlier, a sacred word that best
supported our sincere intention to
be in the Lord’s presence. We were
told that whenever we became
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aware of thoughts, feelings,
perceptions and images, to
simply return to our sacred
word. We were to just be in
God’s presence and “Be still
and know that | am God”. The
session ended with Suchen
Christine praying the Lord’s
Prayer.

Agnes suggested that the
morning and evening would
be opportune times to practice
Centering Prayer. Christine,
Cecilia  and Helen also
shared with us their different
experiences. There are times
of distraction and also periods
of peace, but we were told
not to judge our Centering
Prayer no matter how many
distractions we had or how
long we could meditate. There
is no “KPI” or performance
indicator when we exchange
our agenda for God’s agenda.
Every experience is unique,
but the only way to judge this
prayer is by its long-term fruits
such as being more peaceful,
charitable or humble, and this
would be most obvious to the
people around us.

For me, | enjoyed the session
as | had brought a friend who
wanted to learn more about
contemplation and meditation.
| shared with him and the
group from my experience
having now embraced the
Catholic ~ faith.  Centering
Prayer helps me to put away
the distractions on entering
the church before Mass and
to focus my thoughts on Jesus
and the presence of God. After
receiving communion, it helps
me to collect my thoughts
- like Mary of Bethany’s
experience of just sitting at
the feet of Jesus.

The Centering Prayer group
also donated 2 copies of
“Open Heart Open Mind: The
Contemplative Dimension
of the Gospel” by Father
Thomas Keating, St Benedict’s
Monastery, to the KKMC library
for our further reading.

In July 2010, Joe Austin from California was posted to Singapore for work. He
quickly found the 11.30am worship service at KKMC a place he could call his home
church in his time away from home. A worship leader in his church in California,
Joe also joined the KKMC worship team in leading at one of our services. Upon his
return home, he writes a letter reflecting on his time with KKMC.

Joe Austin (Centre, holding guitar) with the 11.30am service band

Dear Victor (Lai) and the Kampong Kapor Methodist Church Family

| want to thank you for your hospitality and helping me to feel welcome in my
visit to Singapore in July 2010. | never thought | could feel at home so quickly
in another church, especially one so far away. | thoroughly enjoyed my worship
experience, being a member of the congregation, and then later when | had the
chance to play with the praise band. | think of you often and look forward to
another opportunity to worship with you if | get to visit Singapore again.

| have completed my first solo CD and want to make sure you get a copy. | do
not remember who | played with on that particular Sunday, but please make sure
they get a copy. | can only fit 8 copies in the box but please distribute the others
to Rev Dr Norman Wong, Mr Liew Ying Hock, Benjamin and Kate Quek.

Peace and blessings to all of you.

Your friend and Brother-in-Christ,
Joe Austin
Cupertino, CA, 95014

Joe Austin
Glory Hallelujah
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Keeping A @%Z'Mm/ G%W%&l/

A spiritual journal records our journey with God. It is different from a regular journal or diary in that it is a written record of personal
reactions to spiritual matters.

Keeping a spiritual journal will help us to remember the important things God says to us and the things He does in our life. Nothing is
too trivial to record in our journey towards God. Matters that we may not want to share with others and go into the spiritual journal

in a manner that allows us to be honest with ourselves and with God. Journaling is a useful tool in our spiritual growth.

Germaine Leong has been keeping a spiritual journal and she shares with us a testimony from entries between 7 and 19 July 2011.

Background

When my husband, Stefan and | were deciding on a school
for the girls, we actually set our minds on St. Margaret’s
Girls" Primary School. | clocked 15 hours’ worth of parent
volunteering there, which | thoroughly enjoyed.

However, at the back of my mind, | adored the Methodist Girls’
School (MGS). But we discarded that idea because we had to move
house to within 1 kilometer of MGS and then go through the
awful stress of having to ballot for a place. The obstacles seemed
overwhelming and venturing into the unknown was too scary.

On a morning of December last year, God spoke to me loud
and clear, “Germaine, why are you limiting God? Pack and
move, and leave the rest to ME!” It was a voice | heard for the
second time in my life. | never felt that much peace within me.
| immediately rang Stefan in his office and told him about it.
“Let’s do it!” he said.

And so we did. Looking for an apartment within Tkm of MGS
was smoother and easier than we thought. God blessed us
with a place at a price we could not say no to. We moved in
on 1 March 2011. It turned out to be a very lovely home for
us. | never stopped telling everyone, jokingly, how much our
quality of life has improved.

Journal Entry: 29 June - 2 July 2011

As registration day at MGS drew nearer, the stress got more
intense and overwhelming with each passing day. Many
questions were thrown at us. “Are you sure you both are doing
this?” “Is it really worth the trouble and all that stress?” The list
went on.

We were disheartened at times but soldiered on despite the
challenging journey. We hung on to our faith. Some people
thought we were nuts proclaiming God’s promises so boldly.
Other concerned friends asked if we had a Plan B. The truth
is, there never was one. And with God, there really is no need
for one.

When | was down spiritually, God never failed to send prayer
warriors my way to encourage me. My husband, the ever-
faithful one, repeatedly reminded me of God’s faithfulness.
Such was his trust in God. | never felt more uplifted.

Journal Entry: 3 July 2011, Sunday
God revealed to me that this was going to be one of the
toughest balloting sessions in MGS history. He was not going

22

[,

(L-R): Stefan, Sara-Ann, Germaine, Sue-Ann

to make it easy for us but we would emerge VICTORIOUS! |
shared this with a sister-in-Christ, “Di”, on the same day.

Journal Entry: 4 July - 6 July 2011

Spiritual attacks came and went, after we prayed against them.
Another very dear sister-in-Christ, “A”, said this to me, “It is
no longer about the choice of school for Sara-Ann but your
walk with God. Tough as it might be, God will see you all
through this.” She mentioned Dr. Cho Yonggi from whom she
had learned how to pray specifically from; to envision what
was about to be revealed with that burning desire, then to find
peace through praying.

We did just that. Together with Sara-Ann, we each pictured her
in our minds wearing this slightly over-sized MGS uniform with
her two ponytails neatly plaited. It was the exact same vision
that Stefan and | previously had although we had never spoke
about it before. It brought smiles to our faces. We were deeply
comforted. We never stopped praying.

Journal Entry: 8 July 2011, Friday

| met up with a dear sister-in-Christ, “D”. | shared with her
about Dr. Cho Yonggi. It never failed to bring me much joy
every time friends and | came together to talk about God. It
was time well spent.

Journal Entry: 10 July 2011, Sunday

Dr. Cho’s wife, Dr. Grace Kim happened to be visiting sister
“D”s church in KL. When sister “D” went forward to be prayed
over by Dr. Kim, she also submitted Sara-Ann’s school into His
hands. | almost could not believe it when told Dr. Kim was at
“D™s church. We just spoke about Dr. Cho 2 days ago. Prior to
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this, | had no clue who he was! From all the years of walking
with God, I've learnt that there is no ‘coincidence’ in God's
Kingdom. All things work according to His plan.

Journal Entry: 11 July 2011, Monday - Registration for
Phase 2A(2)

Journal Entry: 12 July 2011, Tuesday

Places available at MGS plunged further. As much as | would
like to keep myself positive and upbeat about things, | could
not help but worry. | shared my worries with Stefan in the late
morning. He assured me that God had already decided. It did
not matter which school God had chosen but it would be His
best! He later shared with me that as he was walking to Boat
Quay for lunch that afternoon with his colleague, lamenting
how stressful this registration exercise for school was, he saw
a bunch of MGS girls right in front of him, right at Boat Quay.
He could not stop smiling.

On the same day, sister “D” sent me a verse to encourage me.
It was one quoted by Dr. Grace Kim. Galatians 3:9 So those
who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of
faith. | have meditated on the verse everyday since.

Journal Entry: 17 July 2011, Sunday -
registration.

At bedtime, | said a heart-felt prayer for Sara-Ann, which |
posted on Facebook immediately. “A walk into the unknown;
a journey of faith. We commit Sara-Ann unto Your Almighty
hands, O Lord. Let Thy will be done, and Your Name alone be
glorified. Galatians 3:9 So those who rely on faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith. Amen!”

Night before

Immediately after, | decided to read KKMC’s Little Praisers’
(Sunday School for 4 to 6 year olds) lesson summary | received
in an email earlier in the day but had no time to read then. The
weekly lesson summary is for parents to follow up with their
children in the week. It could not have been timelier.

The lesson was on Abraham. It was about him staying close
to God and listening to His directions closely to get out of the
maze. It was about God’s promise to Abraham that he would
have a son despite his old age. And it was also about how
Abraham was willing to commit Isaac unto the Lord when
tested. Although it was a different scenario, it sounded exactly
like what | was experiencing. It was a scary thought but | felt
like that was God’s affirmation and confirmation for Sara-Ann!

Journal Entry: 18 July 2011, Monday - Day of registration
The numbers reflected on the MGS website were not exactly in
our favor. There was a discussion amongst friends on the topic
of odds. | do not believe in odds. Numbers and chances do
not matter to me. | choose to believe that God, in His infinite
wisdom, will reveal to us what a Living God He is when all
odds are stacked against us.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding, but on God’s,” encouraged another sister-
in-Christ, “L". At dinnertime. | told Stefan that this was really
not about Sara-Ann or us anymore. It was about God’s glory
and the world having to see it revealed. Again at bedtime, God

spoke to me through His word. Isaiah 40:5 And the glory of
the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. |
got goose pimples just reading it!

Journal Entry: 19 July 2011, Tuesday - end of registration
for Phase 2B

At 4.30pm, just before | would find out if there was a need
to ballot, | felt the butterflies in my stomach again despite all
the assurance God had given me. As | was driving distractedly
along Holland Road, a car decal on the back screen of a car in
front of me flashed before my eyes, ‘MGS. REJOICE! | thanked
God immediately. At 5pm, | found out there would be balloting,
just as what the Lord had told me on 3 July.

Later in the evening, sister “S” encouraged me with Psalm
33:20-22 Those who hope in the Lord will REJOICE!

The month of July was nothing short of an emotional roller
coaster ride for me. “Why did we put ourselves through this
unnecessary stress? What is God’s purpose for us on this?’
| cried out to the Lord. It is often trying times like this that
we find that much needed strength and peace in the Lord,
knowing for sure that our sovereign God is all-knowing and in
control of any adverse situation we are in.

Through keeping this journal, I also discovered God’s purpose
for me in this greater plan of His. It was not about us. It was
not about Sara-Ann or the school of choice. It was about God’s
glory being revealed so that all mankind together will see it.

Through it all, God was with us EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. He
lovingly assured us over and over again, at times humorous,
most times encouraging and straight to the point.

Our precious 5-% year old Sara-Ann, in her child-like faith, had
not once doubted how good our God is. “Mummy, you know
what, | think God is sending me to MGS!”

Journal Entry: 22 July 2011, Friday - Day of Balloting (Last
entry

Today, our baby is an MGS girl! As nerve wrecking and nail-
bitingly tense as it was, God was right there with us at the
balloting room. Just before the process began, God pointed
me to two words found in a magazine placed on our seats.
“DON’T WORRY!” What a precious lesson on FAITH in ACTION!
Thank you, prayer warriors. You know who you are!

When we allow ourselves to draw close to Him and have Him
work in our lives, we see miracle upon miracle appear before
our very eyes. | have never experienced God this deeply and
closely before. | feel like | am better equipped to go through
life’s challenges with that faith He has just honored.

This has been one of my most stressful experiences but |
discovered, at the end of it, how amazing the journey of faith
has been. And the joy that came with it was tremendous. |
feel immensely privileged to be one of His instruments for His
glory to be revealed on earth. His plan is ALWAYS perfect. All
glory and praise to God, to Him and His name alone! Amen!
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